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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 
SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES SEEK MIDEAST TRADE 
London 8 DAYS in English 9 May 81 pp 38-39 
.text] SCANDINAVIAN COMPANIES have most Middle East experts, who have been 
won a spate of contracts in the Middle East, counselling the Finns to look for small 
the largest of which — worth $85m — ventures. 
constitutes a S050 tie-up between Sweden A $8.5 order has been placed by the 
and F niand for the construction of a water Saudi Arabian Port Authority with 
purification plant in Saud) Arabia's Georeda Limited, a subsidiary of the 
industrial area of Jubail The Swedish Finnish consultants Geotek OY. This is a 
contractors are ABV and Siab. while the two-year project to survey the Red Sea and 
Finnish half ts the OMP consortium, whose print charts for navigators in the area The 
subsidiary is already engaged on a similar mapping technique used will incorporate 
plant for Jubail municipality data processing and printing methods 
In Kuwait, the Ginge Brand AS of developed by the Norwegian Konsberg 
Denmark has warded off American company from a systems package devised in 
competition to scoop up a $8 Sm contract to Germany by Messerschmidt 
supply fire safety equipment for a Based in Jeddah Georeda 1s making 
2,400%1W power station being built on the impressive inroads in a market hitherto 
~ ofa plant a down =. be 4 dominated by well established American 
tand 5 managing director, Bengt m, 
tsa Finn. and subcontracting work could be — | — oe 
given to Finnish firms — notably Sammutin, orders have risen from $1.$m in 1979 te 
manufacturers of extinguishers and hoses estimaied $12m this year 
Puutalo OY of Finland which makes Koskelo told & Days: ‘Apart from our 
tinber-framed buildings, 1s to provide 100 project. the Red Sea remains uncharted 
houses. two office buildings. a car shelter. a Allowing for the area's increasing strategic 
generator room. canteens and club significance, there should be plenty todo on 
premises to Irag this year, to the value of a bh drographic side. and we should be 
Com. Waser, Way's smmenece 0 able stich around for ten years The 
Helsinki, Saleh Mehdi Amash. predicted Americans are tending to price themselves 
that the Nokia company of Finland would out of the market Georeda is hoping that 
land a $78m contract for the electrification another contract, this time for $4m will be 
of 1.500 villages mm Iraq. as part of Iraq's forthcoming from the Saudis early in May 
$38bn development plan to provide 6% per 
cent of the rural population with electricity 
Amash urecd Finnish contractors to 
collaborate more, so a to obtain 
commissions to build as many as $,000 
houses @ vear in iraq As this represents 
one-tenth of domestic housing being 
planned for, such a venture would appear a 
tall order in terms of Finnish capacity and 
financeng However, Amash merely sand ‘If 
you think the projects are big. that’s your 
problem The ambassadors 
encouragement goes against the advice of 
CSO: 4300/3 } 











INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


MIDLAST STATES SEEK TO COUNTER FOOD WEAPON 


London 8 DAYS in English 9 May 81 pp 6-8, 11, 13 


[Report by Michei Szwed-Cousins | 


l¢ “ft 
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| has been called the Middle 
Eas's Achilles Heel - the need for 
huge grain imports which opens 
the door to possible blackmail by 
the agricultural superpowers. But 
moves to build lasting defences 
against the food weapon’ are 
gathering force. As a Dubai 
conference was told last week, 
food security may become a 
politica! issue of the highest 
importance. MICHEL 
SZWED-COUSINS reports 





CHEAPER CRUDE or no more food’ 
This line from a popular song — sounding 
more tke a slogan — struck a favoura 
note in the United States recently 

The impheation was that Washingtor 
hake the ot! producers on which it ts so 
dependent. 1s able to use food as a weanon 
against other countnes to impose = its 
political will But how true ts the. and has 
Washington the desire’ 

Clearly the idea of using such a weapon is 
hot unacceptable to the new. tough-talking 
Reagan administration During the 
Congressional hearings prior to being 
apperoted US Agrcultural Secretary John 
Blots alled food ‘one of the most 
tremenstous weapons we have 
Washington s recem decison to repeal 
Carter < gran embargo against the Sovict 
Limon hardly represents a step back from 


such a hardline policy It was part of Block 5 
stated agricultural policy he wanted 
mcreased grain sales to Moscow, he told 
Congress. Nor was there any point i 
turning ihe food tap on and off as a sign of 
political fev our or disaffection, he added 

Aiready the world has seen this policy 
heing put into effect in the case of 
Nicaragua To mark its disapproval of the 
alleged flow of weapons from Nicaragua 


into El Salvador, Washington cancelled 
$iSm in outstanding credits to the 
revolutionary junta in Managua This 
included the supply of wheat worth $9 6m 
The effect was almost immediate, in a 
country already facing an acute grain 
shortage In Managua, for example. 
restaurants stopped serving oread severai 
weeks ago 


The Soviets have since come to 
Nicaragua's aid, promising to send 20,000 
tonnes of wheat by the end of this month, 
and there have been the expected protests 
from international bodies over 
Washington's action Arturo Tanco, 
president of the World Food Council (and 
Philippines agriculture minister) accused 
the Reagan administration of making 
hunger a political issue “No nation should 
have to go hungry, even if the political 
consequences dictate otherwise, he said 

With Nicaragua in mind, Arab leaders 
are only too well aware of the possible 
dangers Perhaps speaking for all of them 
was Tunisian Pome Minister Mohammed 
Meal. when last year he calied food ‘the 
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US grain exports to the 
Arab world in 1979 

(wn $m) 

Algerie 00 6 
Berrain 06 
Egypt 393.5 
wan 1419 
Jorden 210 
Kuwert 51.1 
Lebanon 324 
Libye 23 
Morocco 66 | 
Oman 02 
Qetar 04 
Seudi Arable 1919 
Syrie 269 
Tuniete 56 4 
Vemen (North) 71 
Yemen (South) 00 
warce US Gaper mers of Commerce 











Achilles heel of the developing workd 
and understandably so. for, though d981 15 
expected to be a bumper production year 
worldwide the food situation 6 petting 
worse because of growing populations, 
imecreasing capectations, and bad 
distribution networks 

Arturo Tanco recently predicted that 
there will be a major world food errern 
within the next decade unless the ng food 
producers collaborated in sending supphes 
hy) Starving countries His warning is one 
that bene heard more and more from 
food caperts 

The Arab world can hardly be put in the 
same category as the famine-threatened 


Starving developing states However, with 
the Middle East food bill in 1979 totalling 
$i 2bn and risin’ there are many who fear 
that growing dependence on the world 
food superpowers — a primarily western 
group headed by the US but including the 
EFC and Australia — and potential 
politico-economic disputes with the West 
fon the Palestemian problem and on wo!) 


could bring the food weapon into play 

‘Increasing dependence on food imports 
isa dangerous trend in the Arab world, sad 
a Gull agricultural! planner recently | Ihe 
lood weapon is & threat to our future 
freedom in similar vein, Dr Ahmed Selim 
Kalil a food expert at the Kuwait based 
Arab Planning Institute, pointing to 
instability of production in the Arab world, 
warned recently against increasing 
dependence on world markets Arab 
countries had to radically improve 
investment in agriculture if they were to 
avert the shortages looming on the horizon 

The same sort of warning has come from 
the Food and Agneulture Organisation 
(FAO). ‘Short of massive imports, the only 
way to meet the expanding food demand ts 
an improvement in the performance of the 
agricultural sector: 

The usual story that comes out of 
agricultural ministnes in Arab capitals ts 
how well they are doing Production and 
productivity is going up, say officials, and 
new methods of farming are being invented 
or utilised The fact is that, even though 
these states are managing to expand 
production, ui is a drop im the ocean 
compared to what 1s needed 

The signs for the future are not bright 
The rate of growth in food production in 
Arab states was 3.3 per cent in the 19605. 
which fell to 24 per cent mm the 1970s 


despite hopes for a much larger growth 
Libya is perhaps a good example Along 
with Syria, it has recently achieved 
Stupendous growth in agricultura! 
production, almost doubling it in the last 
decade. However, Libya still needs to 
import 50 per cent of its food and, though it 
had hoped to increase agricultural growth 
by more than 15 per cent during the 











ivy 80 ples penad, on the event 2.8 per 
fe veri he appromemate figure achieved 

veud) Arotea can pustifpably declare that 
vw could produce all the vegetables i 
requires. end the Libyans can reasonably 
claom that they are self suffierent in eggs In 
lect there va lorthe Gawtet (hat the Arab world 
can become sell eoffhoeat om meat, Gary 
produce aod vegetables. thes should not be 
the problem, although the FAO predicts 
ihat Arab c@ports of meat, vegetable ous 
dau) produce sugar and other such 
mmodbes eel contenve to soar At the 
heart of the food question 1 cereals, and tts 
the vtech the Arab world, for reasons of 
chmate aod terrain, cannot yet produce in 
avbundame 

lhe FAC) eotemates that by 1990 cereal 
umports cote the area wall rise to Jim 
tonne sod by 2000 to 47m tonnes. Al 
today \ prees that represents a bill of 
$7 Xbe and $1) Bbn respectively 

Measored against the penod from the 
early 1960s to the mud. 19706, when cereal 
mmeorts cowe fom 4.4m tonnes a vear to 
ij) om tonnes, the predictions are 
stagecring Nearly all of ot will have to come 
from the West. particularly the US Last 


=. 


veur Arab Gountnes umported 
>: sh cetoals from the US 
’ . moore than a therd of ther total 
.\ . 

ny fier the nated growth in 


Arup dependence on food omportp nm the 

! cre mh perpul alhed with an 
inmecreusc ro the per capita Consumption rate 
Last scour production borel kept pace with 
Ropulation growth according to the FAO 


reporting s Noor Fast Commissron on 
Acricultura Plannin meeting tn 
foumascus te fact. according to the FAQ) 
i mrt tu boss less food was produced 

mn | Hthon un 1870) The population of the 
Midd East « expected to double & the 
() whch cupharns why. even with 
agrecultural production expanding the 








66 The fear that the West 
could be able to use its 
position as food supplier 
to regulate oil prices and 
political policies has 
drawn Arabs 

closer... without food 
imports people would 
starve to death 99 





Arab wots current sell sulficveney rate in 
cereal production of h0 percents proyegied 
by the FAO) to decline to 64 per cent by the 
end of the decade 

Hui Arab food experts ask ef meed for 
cereals a secha where Production is 
expanding — will be soserousts affected by 
the grow ihre population and Comsampiion 
then whar ol the vaunted self-suffierency in 
other sectors of foad production euch as 
vegetables. dairy pratuce and meat! Mor 
important. what them of Arab 
independence ' 

The fear that the Weet could Be athe to 
Use 11S PeVsitHn as fwd Supplier to fegulits 
wm! prees and political poles Rus drawn 
Arabs closer and given More Meaning to 
one of the oft-used slogans of Libyan leader 
Moammar Onddafi — that there i fo 
freedom when people are dependcat on 
others for ther needs Just as rmportant. i 
mut more so. for Arab leaders what would 
happen if food mmports were Cut off for om 
reason of another’ 

Not surprisingly). the concept of tod 
security has taken hold) Last wear, King 
Hassan of Morocco proposed wa Arab 
Summit of food secunty and development 
wnd at the FAQs ropronal conference on 
the Near East in Rome late last month, the 
question of a food security system loomed 
large om the discussions Proposed is a 


regional network of food stocks ty hm 
utilsed mn case of need 

The idea of an international food security 
reserve system has in fact been around tor 
some time — one of its original Preeprone nts 
henge thy former USsne presadent Hubort 
Humphres tn carts February 
Commonwealth agriculture mennters 
meeting in Dacca urged immediate actionin 
setting up @ world gram reserve An 
micrnatonal cmergency fied reserse 
sdminetcred by the UN «& World Food 
Programme (WEP) hasactualls been sctup 
ata modest SOO ON tonnes 

However, as the PAC). director general 
tdward Saouma. pointed out to Middh 
East agriculture ministers in Rome |The 
amount now avarlablc to be actmenmetercd 
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i of wmternatromal retat 
culerly with the sume rmerwers it hy 

, vie Me esury te ve the sulPyce tvs 
Hmostomporiance tm! declared 

A metwork of gran coserves «oof Cour 
met the only answer to the problem «tech 
aus made clear both oo Some and Dulw: 
lhere has tie be LLL pt cultural 

voperation om the regu premarily "ny 
agreed mecteases in spending on agriculture 
bh indiwedual governments and the vars 
rogeonal funds As the FAQs Swourtte 


noted the Arab world was ‘fortunate to 
have these funds ‘Mowever, he pornted 
out aerculture has not vet recenwed its due 
share of invcarment allocations from these 
funds 

With more than a hint of crtrenm, 
Ssouma pointed out that Arab states should 
look to the example of the World Bank, 
which ailocates one third of its financial 
resources for agriculture, or to the EEC. 
which devotes 40 per cent of its official and 
for rural development activities 

As an example on cooperation, he cited 
the FAO'S Near East Cooperative 
Programme it had now financed seven 
re gronal proyects and 22 at natwonal level, at 
a cost of $29m However, funds were now 
exhausted and it would oe impossible to 
meet new requests Because of this, 
members contributrons were to be 
doubled 

Given this new impetus in regional 
cooperation, the Sudanese government 
plainly hopes that -its present political 
solation mm the Arab world because of 
links woh Cairo — may be transformed 
Until about three vears ago, Sudan was 
enthusiastically spoken of as the potential 
breadbasket of she Arab world That 
enthusiasm waned, for both politcal and 
practical reasons 


CSO: 4300/3 


However speaking in Rome recently 
Khartoum s agnoulture minuier, Omar al 
Amin was clearly putting hes country s 
agricultural potential on offer again Sudan 
he sand. had achreved self sufficiency in 
corn, Sugar, vegetables. fruit, meat and rive 
although only 10 per cent of cultivable land 
was used Given these enormous 
poetmlities My country & open to all 
manner of regional and international 
cooperation to contriute to the solution of 
food problems | 

Among agricultOre ministers and 
delegates attending the Rome conterence, 
here was litthe disagreement that more 
must De spent on agneulture if the Arab 
world ws to aword severe future shortages 
and the consequent potential for politial 
biackma:! from western supphers 

According to a report adopted at the end 
of the conference The heads of 
delegation. stressed the importance of 
granting priority to the agricultural sector, 
the need to secure investments in that sector 
and guarantee then flow im order to 
increase production and improve its 
quality 

This ts fone language but of little value if 
Arab states continue to be so frugal with 
their allocations to the agricultural sector 

‘od if agriculture was getting sufficient 
invesiment at national level by Arab 
governments, Salah Juma, the FAO's 
assistant secretary-general and Near bast 
representative, was categorical “No! he 
told & Days. ‘Reasons differ from one 


country to another, but one common 
element is the need for political will to 
guarantee more investments for the 
agriculture! sector” 

There ts a saying that no one knows the 
door by which the thief may enter Many 
governments may vet find that bilhons of 
dollars spent on defence equipment turn 
out to be money down the dram as 
dependence on food supphes from abroad 
produces undue foreign influence With 
Libya's Qaddafi determined to achieve 
self-sufficiency so as to avert this scenario, 
with Tunisia’s prime minister now clearly 
aware of the danger, and with food security 
the talk of the Gulf, the signs are that ihe 
‘food weapon may just be neutralised 
before it is ever used 

















ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


[SLAM VELOPMENT BANK An agreement was signed today between the Islamic 
Developmest Beak and Indosresia, The bank will invest 6.6 million Islamic 
dinare or about $9 sillien in the Indonesian Cement Factory (IGNAS). The 
agreement wae eigned on the bank'’e behalf by Dr Ahmad Muhammad ‘Ali, the 

bank's diceetor general, and on che Indonesian side by Muhammad Hadi Thajeb, 
Indonesian ambassador to the Kingdom, and (Argonadi) Hamid Pudjo, from the 
Indonesian Cement Company. [Text] [GF240754 Riyadh Domestic Television Service 


in Arabic 1800 GMT 23 May 81 GF) 


BANCLADESH==-An agreement was signed today at the Islamic Development 
lidda between the bank and the People's Republic of Bangladesh by 
oh) the bank offered Bangladesh a loan of $20 million to finance imports 
f crude of] from the kingdom. [GFO12002 Riyadh Domestic Television Service 


Arabi 1830 GMT 1 Jun 61 GF] 


Bank if 








AFGHANISTAN 


LIBERATION LEADER PREDICTS OUSTER OF RUSS LANS 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 8 May 61 p 10 


[Text] Professor Sibghatullah, chairman of the Afghan Liberation Front, said that 
the increasing resistance of the Afghan resistance fighters has upset the Russians 
in Afghanistan and eventually they will be forced to leave Afghanistan. He was 
talking to reporters at Lahore airport after arriving from Quetta. He said that 
the Afghan resistance fighters’ opposition to the Russians was gaining strengt 
day by day. On the other hand, the entire free world was putting economic and 
political pressures on Russia. He said that there were some disagreements among 
the unions of the Afghan refugees but resistance fighters inside Afghanistan were 
fighting with complete unity. 


Answering a question, he called the Russian propaganda baseless that the Afghan 
resistance fighters were getting training in Pakistan. He said that the Afghan 
people did not need training to fight a crusade and a little bit of armament 
training which they needed was given to them by the rebel Afghan officers inside 
Afghanistan. As far as arms are concerned, we use the se zed Russian armaments 
against them or else we fight with homemade old-fashioned rifles. Mr Sibghatullah 
said that the UN has passed good resolutions to solve the Afghanistan issue but no 
action has been taken. Answering a question, he said that India's stand on the 
Afghan issue is quite unsatisfactory for us but we do not expect more than that. 
The Afghan Liberation Front's president said that the prese ice of Russians should 
not be considered limited. Rather, on one hand, they want to capture the Gulf 
States and on the other hand, they want to build a defense around their rival 
China, and in doing so, Russia is fixing ite attention on the far northern regions 
and the Karakuran highway. The Afghan leader was accompanied by some rebel mili- 
tary officers ond other Afghan leaders. They were greeted at the airport by Pir 
Fazal Ali Mujaddadi, president of the Afghan Refugees Association. The Afghan 
leader left for Peshawar this evening. 
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KHALO! PLANS TO OUST KARMAL 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 17 May 61 pp 1, 5 





liext) Gabrak Karmal will seen be ousted from the power and the administration will 
be handed over to Khalqtie the sources close to Khalq faction of the ruling Com- 
muniet Party in Afghanistan claia, 





The prominent Khalq leaders have adopted an aggressive posture against Babrak Karmal 
over the past three weeks. On the other hand Babrak Karmal has softened his atti- 
tude towards Hafigullah Amin and on the public display of new arms supplies from 
Soviet Union held in Kabul on May 11, Mr Karmal referred to Amin without dubbing 
him ae CLA agent. The oddress by Babrak Karmal was not broadcast in his own voice, 
but a newe bulletin based on it was given. The political circles in Kabul think 

it an important development because the formal statements of the executive chiefs 
have alwaye been broadcast in full and in their own voice. 


Khalq faction is depending for the expected change-over upon the Afghan Ambassador 
in Mangolia Asadullah Sarwari as the man is in close contacts with Soviet Union. 
Aeadullalh Sarwart has been Karmal's Vice-President and Vice-Premier as well. The 
author tative sources in the Afghan capital argue that the power could be trans- 
ferred to euch a Parcham leader who could have better understanding with Khalqis. 
if it wae not possible, the power would go to Khalq faction, although Soviets 
would get assurance from Khalqis to have a better dealing with Parchamis. 


ve rumours in Kabul get some confirmation from the defence Minister General 
Mohammad Rafi's recent visit to Soviet Union apparently for treatment. Mr Rafi 
is considered the severest opponent of Khalqis and the strongest man after 
Babrak Karmal in the Parcham Party. 


Khalqie claim that Babrak Karmal will soon be summonned to Soviet Union and it will 
follow the change in the administration. They aleo claim that they will be given 
more powers in case they were to rule the country. 


The Parchamis claim on the other hand that they had foiled an attempted coup 
staged by Khalqi Ministers and Army officers in April. 


it ie reported that the dissensions among the Khalq and Parcham factions have been 
mounting over the past three years and all efforts to reunite them had failed. 























This state of affaire is the biggest factor on which the argument for change in 
the administration is based, 


According to an Ielamabad report, ‘hatred and resentment at the presence of the 
Soviet occupation force extends even to ,arty and Government members, yet their 
power ia almost entirely Soviet=based', writes Anthony Hyman under caption 
‘Afghan crisis ite worsening’ in OBSERVER (London) in ite issue of May 10, 


The dispatch adds the elite armoured unite of the Afghan Army, which were believed 
to be loyal, are largely out of action, disarmed and under close Soviet super- 
vision in their barracks, 


The official, who cannot be named, saye Kabul's ministeries have a token guard of 
Afghan soldiers outeide the gates, but a bigger force of Soviet troops inside. 
The capital is isolated from other cities and even from the surrounding country~- 
side, which before the civil war began two years ago used to supply fruit, vege~ 
tables, meat, wheat and firewood, 
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AFGHANISTAN 


PARCHAM=KHALQT POWER STRUGGLE 
Karachi DAWN in English 22 May 61 p 12 


liext) The current power struggle between the dominant "Parcham" faction and the 
junior "Khalq” partners in the ruling People's Democratic Party (PDP) of Afghanistan, 
still appears to be deadlocked with no solution in sight, Western diplomatic sources 
said in Ielamabad on Wednesday. 





The sources said feare that the installation of a “Khalqi” as Prime Minister 
would strengthen anti-Soviet forces in the embattled country might be holding up 
a solution to the Leadership crisis. 


Khalgie are known opponents to Soviet military intervention in the country which 
installed the Parchamis in power in December 1979, Khalqie and th Parchamis 
had jointly staged the Marxist take over of Afghanistan in 1978, 


As evidence of the stalemate the diplomatic sources noted that meetings of the 
sixth plenum of the Revolutionary Council, the Central Committee of the PDP and the 
National Fatherland Front (NFF) scheduled for the past week were also postponed 
indefinitely. 


The sources did not doubt unconfirmed reports from Kabul that Asadullah Sarwari, 
Afebontetan's Ambaseador to Mongolia and a Khalqi strongmen, had arrived in Afghan 
capital on May 14, 


fut they did not believe that the former Deputy Prime Minister and Vice-President 
of the Revolutionary Council banished to Mongolia would join the incumbent Deputy 
Prime Minister Sultan Ali Kishtmand and Revolutionary Council member Saleh Mohammad 
Zerai in the line of candidates for the post of Prime Minister presently held by 
Parachamite President Babrak Karmal. 


"Sarwari's nomination to the post is most unlikely because he is the Khalqi most 
detested and feared by the Parchamis.” the Western diplomats said. 


Knowledgeable ovseervers generally agreed that the appointment of a strong Khalqi, 
even if he is not Sarwari would signal the victory of Afghan elements inimical to 
Soviet Union's physical presence in Afghanistan. 
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(me diplomatic source believed K mal himself visited Moscow secretly May 4 to & 
but ne other source was confirming it, 


A diplomatic contact meanwhile picked up a number in Kabul that Interior Minister 
Gulabosai, a Khalqi who has not been seen in public for some time went to the Soviet 
Ambassador in Kabul recently to demand the arrest of e»me Parchmie who were 

alleged had plotted to murder him, 


According to the contact the subsequent arrest of about 20 Parchamis ignited not 
arguments in Afghan leadership meetings. 


Meanwhile Foreign Minister Shah Mohammad Dost in a policy statement on May 13 
reiterated Karmal Regime's proposal on May 14, 1980 for a peaceful regional 
settlement of the Afghan problem, 


Diplomate who studied the statement found “no substansive change or shift of 


emphasia” in Afghanistan's position on reconciliation with neighbouring Pakistan 
add Iran where nearly three million Afghan refugees have fled, 
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ATTACK ON QANDAHAR ALRPORT 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in Englieh 15 May 61 pp 1, 7 


liext) Hundreds of Afghan soldiers revolted against Soviet forces deployed at the 
Kandahar military airport when they came to know that Soviets had dishonoured 
At ghan women. 


During the fire exchanges which continued for several hours, at least 25 persons 
were killed and 15 others were wounded. 


The Peshawar office of the Agency Afghan Press received an information from 
jamiat=i=Ielami sources that on May 8 the soldiers were infuriated when they heard 
the shrieks of women from the Soviet officers’ rooms. Some Afghan soldiers then 
‘ercibly entered the rooms and opened fire on the Soviet officers. The Soviet 
force inetantly retaliated and killed a aumber of Afghan soldiers. The incident 
vecame the cause of provocation among the Afghan forces and hundreds of them openly 
disobeyed their officers. A bloody fighting raged and continued for hours. About 
25 persone were killed, while 15 others were wounded. 





According to another report, Mujahideen are engaged in big operations in Kandahar 
City. Om May 9, @ guerilla force attacked ‘Markaz Bagh’, in the heart of the city 
and killed 30 Afghan and 8 Soviet soldiers. 


The Pogtwaan Valley is now under the undisputed control of the freedom-fighters who 
have set up a check-post at Qarghah, 15 km west of the Capital, prohibiting access 
to all except their own men. 


The Mujahideen have stopped all craffic between Paghman and Kabul. 
An AFP correspondent, who spent 15 days in Afghanistan, has said, that Afghanistan 


appear to be an occupied territory during the day, but it turns into a battle front 
during the night, reports Radio Pakistan. 


The correspondent, said that a group of some 50 Afghan freedom-fighters travelled 
for complete six hours in a bid to attack an army station in Paktia Province. He 
added that the freedom fighters undertake such manoeuvres at regular intervals 

in order to launch their attacks. 








According te another AFP report fighting is still continuing for the control of 
Kandahar which had erupted earlier thie month, Travellers reaching Kali from the 
eity have said that hard to hand fighting was witnessed in the city and the 
people were ready to sacrifice their Lives in a bid to gain complete control over 
Afghanistan's second largest city. 


According to Teheran Radio in an encounter between the Afghan Mujahideen and the 
Seviet troope weet of Herat=--more than 140 Soviet soldiers were killed and 40 


injured, reports Radio Pakistan, 
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Ar GHANISTAN 


HEAVY FV LCOHTING SOUTH OF KABUL 
Karachi DAWN in English 21 May 61 p1, 12 


[Text |! Heavy fighting was reported last weekend between a unit of the Fourth 
Afghan Acmoured Division and freedom-fighters at Naur pass south of Kabul, 
western diplomatic sources said here today. 


\ number of Afghan Army vehicles were destroyed and some of the Afghan troope de- 
ected to the freedom-fighters, the sources said. 


They said tht according to a traveller, another battle had been fought in the 
Pase in Chagni province on May 12 between a joint Soviet-Afghan force and the 
freedon fighters, 





The Nueetans sent a large force to the Pass when they heard that an important 
leader of freedom-fighters, named as Major Sayed Jaglan, was in the area with a 
band of wiahideen, the sources said. 


A third battle took place in Farah province in western Afghanistan bordering Iran 
eariier this month in which a senior Afghan officer was reported killed and 200 
of hie troops were said to have defected to the freedom-fighters, the sources 
said. 


The sources quoted a traveller in the region as saying that the freedom-fighters 
vad shot down a Soviet helicopter and the Russians had retaliated by bombing 30 
villages in the area, 


The fighting had closed the main highway between Farah and Kabul the sources said. 


Avother traveller reported seeing the burnt out remains of two Afghan tanks and 
a truck near Mohammad Aqa in Logar province south of Kabul on May 16. 


The sources quoted a generally reliable Afghan contact as saying that Soviet 
advisers had been temporarily withdrawn from the Charasia Afghan Army Training 
Centre south of Kabul after a dispute over the despatch of trainees to a battle 
in Logar province. 


\4 








The sources said that the treedom=fighters had continued to mount attacks in Kabul 
iteelf, and eight members of the ruling People's Democratic Party (PDP) were re- 
ported shot dead by freedom-figheersa on May 13, 


The sources said one Afghan contact told them he had seen a police report last week 
which Listed 21 members of the Parcham (flag) faction of the PDP as being killed 
by treedom-fighters in the Kabul areas since May 1, 


Speculation had increased in Kabul about changes in the leadership following 
President Babrak Karmal's announcement lastmonth that the Soviet-backed govern- 
ment should be reorganised, 


Mr Karmal, who is also Prime Miniater and heads the Afghan Revolutionary Council, 
said a new Prime Minister should be named, 


The sources said there were strong but unconfirmed reports that Assadullah Sawari, 
the former Vice-President of the Revolutionary Council and Deputy Prime Minister 
who was demoted and sent as Ambassador to Mongolia last year, was back in Kabul. 
The sources said there were rumours that Mr Sawari, a member of the rural-based 


Khalq faction of the PDP, might try for the prime ministership, but they doubted 
he would succeed, 
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AFGHANISTAN 


HELLCOPTERS USED IN CHEMICAL WARFARE 


Kal | MORNING NEWS in English 27 May 81 p 8 





[Text) Seviet helicopters recently dropped some bags on Afghan Mujahideen posi- 
tion in Kama Uleuwali which started enitting poisonous smoke on touching the ground 
killing 18 Mujahideen says a report received here today from across the border. 





As the polsonous smoke coming out of the bage spread, the Mujahideen became uncon- 
sclous with the result that they could not engage the Soviet helicopters later the 
Mujahideen expired, 





Meanwhile inereasing incidents of clashes between the Soviet occupation forces 
ind Karmal troups are being reported every ‘sy. A battallion sent to relieve 
another at Pattan post in Khost last week was fired upon by troops of the battal- 
lion which was being relieved there. 





rhe situation at Pattan as reported by a Soviet advisor was very critical, The 
Soviet advisor asked for helicopter support and equipment for the repair of tanks 
as two tanks had been damaged by mines. The Soviet advisor said that the battal- 
lion which was first posted there was in a revolting mood and was stil! holding 
Pattain, It did not allow thenew battallion to go closer. 


Another report says that an Afghan corps commander had admitted in a message 

sent to the Afghan Defence Minister that the moral of the officers and soldiers of 
formations under his command has become very low after the operations carried out 
by the Mujahideen last month. 


He said the officers and soldiers under his command were not paying full attention 
to the combat duties and therefore new troops should be provided to him at the 
earlier. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


Bi. I EFS 


DESTRUCTION OF KARMAL'S HOUSE--Babrak Karmal's house was destroyed in a Mujahideen 
attack launched on his native village ‘Qamri' 10 KM south-east of Afghan Capital. 
The Mujahideen also destroyed the houses of the Finance Minister Abdul Vakil and 
other Communists by throwing hand grenades, The Agency Afghan Press Peshawar-of- 
fice reported that Mujahideen belonging to Yunas Khalis group led by their known 
commander Faisal made a night attack on May 9 in the main bazar of the village. 

They wrought havoc in the area with hand grenades; machine guns and rocket launchers 
where the communists both of Khalq and Parcham factions; resided. In another opera- 
tion; the Mujahideen destroyed an under construction water dam at Kabul Khurd 11 KM 
to the south-east of Kabul city. [Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 

14 May 81 p 8) 


RECRUITING DRIVE IN KABUL--A fresh military recruiting campaign is under way in 
Kabul among party youth, diplomatic sources said here today. They said young men 
belonging to the Khalq (masses) faction of the ruling People's Democratic Party 
(PDP) and youth organisations were being drafted into para-military groups and 
sent to fight anti-government guerillas in the provinces. At least one group of 
young Khaliqis ha been badly mauled, according to the sources, but there were no 
detail:. The Khalq faction is largely hostile to Afghan President Babrak Karmal, 
who heads the Parcham (flag) wing of the party. The recruiting campaign followed 
a call to party members last month to join the country's armed militia on the 
battlefront. Afghan authorities told party men that lists had been prepared and 
each of them would be assigned to a fighting unit according to earlier diplomatic 
reports. Kabul Radio said on May 6 that a third group of party members had left 
Kabul for the front. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 16 May 81 p i] 
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‘ALGERIA LN QUESTION': A BOOK COMMENTARY 


london 8 DAYS in English 16 May 8] pp 54, 55 


[Book review by Howard Schissel | 


[Text] 'L'Algerie en Debat 

(Algeria in Question) 
by the Dersa Collective is pub- 
lished by Francois Maspero Press, 
Paris, 1981. The book, which looks 
at Algeria's progress over 18 years 
of independence, is reviewed by 
HOWARD SCHISSEL. 





FEW ARAB or Third World countries 
have generated as much interest and hope 
as Alperia, whose recent history serves asa 
graphic example of the colomal destruction 
of a society and the heroic resistance which 
a colonmsed people mustered to win its 
freedom and national independence 

Algeria ts also interesting in the broader 
sense, as its leaders have combined the 
promotion of vadical social change at home 
with « driving role in the non-aligned 
movement abroad The choice of building a 
potent form of state capitalism with a 
longer-term vision of transition towards a 
socialist society represents a unique social 
experiment Its consequences have made 
themsclyes felt both in the Middle East and 
in Africa 

A collective of Algerian and French 
authors, under the pseudonym Dersa, have 
attempted to come to grips with 18 years of 
Alecrian independence and draw up a 
balance sheet of the country s economic and 
socal deve lopment 

Ihe authors consider that the state 


apitalst option, first espoused by Ben 
Bella ond later by the Boumedienne 
goxcrnment “was considered the msot 
eHhoocnt way of mobilising resources to 


aches national economic independence. a 


key poul of successive Algerian regimes 
This entailed sacrificing progress in several 
areas — notably agriculture, social services 
and consumer goods — as well as limiting 
personal political liberties 

The difficult’ Ben Bella years 
(1962-1965), when the immediate task was 
to build the nation's econome and political 
institutions under the neo-colonial 
framework of the Evian agreeinents, was 
ended by the army under Boumedienne 
because of the reaime's disorderly way of 


realising nationalisation of the means of 
production, the failure to upgrade 
productivity or improve the lot of the rural 
population, and the incessant political 
infighting between opposing clans within 
the ruling National Liberation Front 
(FLN) 

According to the authors, Boumedienne 
consohdated his hold on power by 
reinforcing state control over the economy, 
replacing the FLN as a political focus with 
the armed forces and controlling all 
differing political currents 

With no specific programme, the military 
regime's watchword was pragmatism 
Heavy industry was the cornerstone of its 
economic philosophy. and development of 
national resources the touchstone of its 
economic policies 

It was only in 1971, assured of popular 
support, that the Boumedienne regime 
started to radicalise its options. 
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ALGERIA 

















Hothonalsation oof the hydrocarhouos 
industry, proclamation of agranan reform 
socialist Management in industry. and a 
popular referendum and debate over the 
National Charter (Algeria's blueprint tor 
socialism) 

The authors analyse the inherent 
weaknesses of the Algerian model 
including stegnating agricultural output 
widening social mequality, dependence on 
mnported technology and expertise and the 
need for emeration to absorb excess 
manpower, a8 well as continuing 
burcaucrate bottlenecks, 

In the last years of the Boumedcienne 
regime, the leadership realised that Algona 
was suffering as much from the problems 
caused by rapid development as from the 
coluntallegacy Important changes initiated 


in L97K-1979 new emphasis on light 
industry. aid to smallholders and reduction 
of bureaucratic control have been 


coutiously continued by President Chadh 
Lk nyodid 

Hut. as the authors stress, Alger has 
developed an entrenched elite im the 
government sphere, often allied with the 
professional classes and large hindowners 
mid traders 

The strong nationalist heritage trom the 
war oflberation has acted as cement for the 
Algerian nation-building endeavour But 
ihe younger generations — more than half 
Alpera’s population is under 20 years old 

ire tess sensitive to o past they did not 
cxaporence and desire a new way of life 
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DEPUTY AMLR RECEIVES MOROCCAN ENVOY 
GPOB1LL21 Manama Domestic Service in Arabic 1030 GMT 8 Jun 61 


iTexc) Shaykh Hamad ibn ‘Isa al-Khalifah, deputy amir and heir apparent, 
received at hie office at Government House at 1100 today ‘Abd al-Hadi al-Tazi, 
the ambaseador in the Moroccan Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Gooperations and 
the envoy of His Majesty King Hasean LI of Morocco, and the delegation accompany- 
ing him, on the occasion of hie visit to Bahrain. 


Nabil Ibrahim Qambar, the chief of protocol at the Poreign Ministry, attended, 


In a statement to GI'LF NEWS AGENCY after the meeting Dr al-Tazi said that he was 
honored to receive tne deputy amir and conveyed to his highners a message from 
Hie Majesty King Hassan Il. He said that the message deals with the studies 
and documents to revive the Moroccan city of Fez and save some of its historic 
and Islamic landmrke from collapsing. He added: His highness the deputy amir 
showed understanding and responded positively to the message's contents in view 
of hie highness’ support for mattere related to the Arab and Islamic heritage. 


He announced that Shaykh Hamad agreed to become a member of the Higher Inter- 
national Committee for the Protection and Care of Fez. The Moroccan envoy 
expressed the hope that Shaykh Hamad will visit thie ancient historic city. 


in his statement Dr al-Tazi praised the formation of the Gulf Cooperation Council. 
He said: We in Moroceo believe that the council's formation is a big step on the 
way to uniting the Arab nation. He added: The peoples of the Arab Maghreb 
aspire to the achievement of a unity similar to the Gulf Cooperation Council. 

This would constitute a strong impetus to the realization of the aspired Arab 
unity. 


in conclusion he expressed his thanks and appreciation to the amir at the velco 
and hospitality accorded to him. He wished Bahrain (words indistinct] and 
prosperity under the amir's leadership. 


‘he Moroccan envoy arrived in Bahrain today on a 2-day visit in another leg of 


sie tour of the region. He was received at the airport by the chief of protocol 
at the Poreign Ministry. 
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BAHRAIN 


OlL LARCH UNDERWAY OFF NORTHEAST COAST 
OPO) \ 714 Manemea GULF DATLY NEWS in English 7 Jun 61 p 1 


font) O11 industry experte are confident of finding new o11 reserves off the 
northeast coast of Bahrain. The experts, from BANOOO and the Kuwait 011 Com- 
pany, are tavelved in a BD6 million seiemic survey. 


The survey Lavelves three highly advanced ships belonging to the contractor for 
Lhe project=<Weetern Geophysical Company. The ships will map out the Fasht area 
on the sortheast coast using highly advanced equipment to produce 4 three 
dimensional<type map. 


) ject te the resulte of the survey, which is expected to last up to 14 months, 
irillieg fer ofl in the regional waters could start in late 1982. 


A 00D Ceehoieal services manager Yusif ‘Abd ar-Rahim said: “Both ourselves and 
tle Kuwaitis are very optimistic; the prospects are quite high in comparison 
with other similar projects.” 

Ne vortheast coast has undergone ofl exploration in the past, including the 
rilline of a well called Najhe-l. 


‘iis protect wae abandoned however, as the emall amount of oil that was found in 
d:\ 1) pipes did net have hydrocarbons in commercial quantities. 


serts, surprised at the negative results, reviewed the data and came to the 
omcluston thet °.e well was net located in the right area. 


he new offehore survey is being funded by the Bahrain Government. 
“eanwhile, action is planned tor further onshore exploration. 


sclaltet from Chevron Overseas Petroleum Inc., USA, is currently in Bahrain 
lying all aspects of drilling and well completions to produce a cost estimate 
for exploration. 


- 


exploration=<if approved will involve the drilling of the deepest well in 


ith 

















Me ‘Abd areRahim said they could go down as far ae 20,000 feet, almost twice aa 
deep as the Khuff gas gone welle offshore, 


Work ie expected to start on 4 seismic survey for onshore drilling sometime in 
L944, 


"This is an entirely separate project from the offshore survey," Mr ‘Abd ar-Rahia 
said, 


fahrain's current oil reserves are centred in two main areas=--the offehore Abu 
Sala tield in the northwest waters and in the centre of the island, south of 
Awali. 
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MINI CER MEETS TURKISH DEPUTY PREMLER--Commerce and Agriculture Minister Habib 
Anmad Qasim met tn hie office today with Turgut Ozal, Turkish deputy prime 
minieter, minieter of etate and official in charge of economic affairs. Hasan 
al Niof, commerce and agriculture under secretary for trade affairs, attended 
the meeting. Qasim said they veviewed the possibility of increasing the volume 
of trade and the possibility of Turkish commercial and economic firms partici- 
pating in exhibitions in Bahrain in order to acquaint the commercial sector with 
turkish exports. The commerce and agriculture minister said they agreed to 
exchange visite of official and trade delegations to develop and strengthen 
bilateral relations. He added: The two sides also discussed the development 

of air and sea links between Bahrain and Turkey. 'n conclusion, Habib Ahmad Qasia 
eaid: The two sides have agreed to use Bahrain as a springboard for Turkey's 
trade with countries of the region. [Text] [GF041430 Manama Domestic Service 

in Arabic 1030 GMT 4 Jun 81] 





MINISTER'S BROTHER WOUNDED IN BEIRUT--It has been learned in Beirut that the 
brother of Bahraini Foreign Minister Shaykh Muhammad ibn Mubarak al-Khalifah was 
wounded last afght when he was subjected to an assassination attempt near 
al-Rawehah in Beirut. He was hit with three bullets and taken to the hospital. 
it has been learned that his wounds are not serious. [Text] [JNO050809 Monte 
Carlo Redte Mente Carlo in Arabic 0800 GMT 5 Jun 81] 


SPCURLTY CORPORAL KLILLED--An official source at the Interior Ministry has 

,tated that public security Cpl Jum'ah Nafi' was attacked by unknown 

assailants and etabbed in the abdomen with a sharp instrument while on foot 

in Manama's Al-Makhariqah District at 0200 on 2 June. He was wearing civil an 
clothes when the attack occurred. A police patrol found him lying on the 

ground in the same street. He was immediately taken to the hospital but 

was dead on arrival. The Interior Ministry, while deploring this ugly crime--the 
attack on @ public security officer who was carrying out his duty--stresses that 
it will diligently pursue criminals and will punish them severely in order to 
deter them and those like them who may think of tampering with the country's 
security. {Text)] [(GPO31256 Manama AKHBAR AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 3 Jun 81 p 1) 


NEW EDUCATION MINISTER--Manama, 23 May (QNA)--His Highness bahraini Amir Shaykh 
‘lee Ibo Salman al Khalifah has issued a decree appointing Dr ‘Ali Muhammad 
akhru education minister in addition to his position as health minister. 
Reporting thie today, Bahrain Radio said that Dr Fakhru is replacing the late 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Agiz [bn Muhammad al Khalifah, who passed away recently. 


‘Text] [JN231755 Doha ONA in Arabic 1445 GMT 23 May 61) 








IRAN, U.S. SALD TO HAVE REESTABLISHED COMMERCIAL TIES 


London 8 DAYS in English 16 May 61 pp 20, 21 


[Report by Tim McGirk] 


[Text } 


DESPITE MUTUAL suspicion and 
thousands of unsettled financial dinputes 
Iran and the US are quietly resuming trade 
links & Jhvys has learned The move comes 
only three months after the Amerean 
hostages were flown out of Tebron aboard 
an Alectian airliner 

The US trade embargo on Iran officrally 
cnded last January. wace when hundreds of 
order fequests have been made — both 
trom US manufacturers antious to regain 
het busmess and from traman firme 
urpentl roquirmp spare parts 

The fest. and so far the largest, order was 
in lraman eran purchase lew than a month 
athe the formal lifting of the trade ban The 
who ot SY Sm worth of Amencan wheat and 
comm ®as atranged through one of the five 
cunt brokers «hich control the distribution 
network for most of the workd* pram, 
Te orading ws Deparment of Commerce 
~rerces 

A Pate based executive of one of the 
gt aen howscs sand the food was chipped from 
a western US port, ence caster seaboard 
dockworkers refused to load any 
lraman hound cargo for at least wa weeks 
the th: Reagan admiration ended the 
woes coll 

\ Contnental Cram company dealer 
wet that Bbeeawe of the US mpunsed 
micron tenal bovyoott — «hich wa openly 
foehkd con ty Wastenctons saunche 
l wropoan aed lapanew alles — American 
cram proctor. beet ther Sl per cont share 
othe twcretee Iraman motkel. a share 
aowth S27 7mm 1979 


LS tovletutts ond medical supplies were 
orginally excmgt from the embargo. but 
hero of the decker han and trans 
current stratogs of diverting tts tae 
Matetial purchases away trom the US. the 
hehran te oo heean busing its pram from 
Ausitale aml soentina 

Although US ern anny the cheapest 
“atlable ob wrepean broker duubted that 
large sale sales to ran weld neces arth 
roses Obl the omnatler erin heres ate 
homing tran There have been merceitvh 
probhions wah betters of credit fot hong 
paid. and cargo vessels piling up at the ports 
because of the Guill war, he said 

The casi coast dockers embargo has ale 
delaved the shipment of American spare 
perts for trans petroleum industry 
according '» @ Brith businewman «ho 
deals with the National tranian O01 
Company (NIOC) The first petroleum 
equipment cargo to reach Iran, via Europe. 
comuisted of spares worth aro nd Sim 
which Iran had ordered and pad for before 
the Carter admunetration imposed the 
trade ban in March | 4RU) 

Since then, NIOC has placed small orders 
for Amercan-built valves and pumps 
through its London supply office NIOT « 
slowly diemantling the London-bhawd Iran 
Ov Services Company (ROS) — a 
petrolcum imdusity spare parts 
procerement firm owned yountly by NIOC 
and th disbanded conmvortum of 14 
western companes etich handled Iranian 
ml predecthon before the Shah's tall 
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ery. vlettete. Reale « entifely ened 
} std, thd all aemetive Conapilete conti 
j i Mi " regs jure hares freon ifvae 


Hasseeally mi af ihe ih selfageal “ te " 

» hoe heon alte te diverts aaa Tht 

in ON to tae lhe offveial sant witin 

lranvan tefipenes sad altered then 

pel atone, thus allowing ihem to ure 

opted additiwes manufactured By 
1 tS somreoes 

li, THOS source concede’ however 

ihat 1 was empossible for tran to brea 

ciel) from US off sereiee companes 

pots manufacturer and many of these 

1 do busress wat they are paid the 

ee eee owed te them by the new 

, coment At trans current tow 

, nv tron lewels (hetween |. 1 Sm barrels 

/ thee teduetry can survive without 

‘oan spares Ht ne only when crude 

utpol steps wp te > Sm barrels that they 

hunnene ofte trouble elarned the 


\n bomen gowernment spokewman 
li byod Sahas) seed recently that for Iran 
i us proyected $4460 budget thes 

/ ool producten must be boasted to Vn 

ln) Chompeneat for the eoonmemn dram 
i hy the cight-monthold war with 
\irbooeh the Hrage have been lotvhing 

r ehoth wie N10C* huge Abadan 

, wnce September the Gulls largest 
homcal plant os etl salvapeathk 

ideng toe fe lable mdustt sources 

A S Department of Commerce ffrval 
ve branian affaires ood that mam O'S 


companies with financial clasm 

iran afe a@nxeowt fo settle a 
aud ewrfth as prveible n 

ohiaen contracts from Iran s war 
inom The LS of wmedusin « @ 

as heclaumed otherew the tag 

nm dum sive Compannes that were burat 
if fStevelutem are reluctant fo ge 


Vicotaoee (GoM) ” an crample 
ny the Shah 6 reegn, Iran hored Gcneral 
; row taewe as railroad Tehran 

‘hat shen « approached the 

lor wpe ntly required spare parts 
Hoapan hed Wited the hoveott, « was 
liere *e an groaned an Itaman 

i) meneeet London, at war eth Irag 
roads) stom runs on GM parts 

nigetthem Bot Don Hus, a 

mon om Detrowt, scowe tran + 

unmkh?t fevwe 


nm dephomate source clases 
Voorn « in me © te the 
Howe!) Parts to a $20m order fiw 
heck bets That eae cancelled after 
tiem ru *% savene that if 
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lian Baye all Uwe cerbete aeseritly bite 
(Nal ate siting someplace: in Canada then i 
will teleare the Failtd eperes, said the 
diplomat Muse denis the 


Al iran has shipped off the fron 
pages of US newspapers. national anger 
over the hostage crise has scarcely faded, 
and few companies will fiek the had 
publicity arising from exposure of their 
trade links with Iran 

The same teal barriers exit in 
Tehran With the secular moderates and 
fundamentaliate — the two leading factnone 
m Ayatollah Khomeimis government — 
locked in @ power struggle any evidence 
that one side is encouraging business with 
the Americans will be used as ammunition 
by the other, Even directors of private 
Iranian firme fear that if direct links with US 
companies were revived. revolutionaries 

accuse them of being CIA agents 
he Reagan administration has kept a 
warded silence on iran As one State 
Department official complained = The 
White House has given ws & one-word 
wideline on tran — ‘no Thats what 
agan said in 4 prem conference 4 ty 
asked if US busimenes should deal with 
Ayatollah Khomeini + people 

Asaresuli. many US firms are wanting hor 
clearer signals from the Reagan 
adminntration These will not be long in 
coming for & Days has learned that the 
White House « preparing a formal polny 


review on all aspects of US relations with 
Iran Ite thought that the report. soon to be 
meved will offer American companies 
greater leeway in dealing with Iran. to avend 
ectting nudged out of three lucrative market 

For the moment. however, the State 
Department cautions all bhusinewmen 
against travel to Iran Most trade «© done 
indirectly through European middlemen 
American goods are shipped to Europe. 
warchoused. then moved to Iran by road 
through Turkey. ot va Dubai. where they 
are shipped acrow the Strait of Hormas m 
emall dhows acconding to US Commerce 
Department official 

Américan mtcrest m tran has always 
centred on of Bul now, with the world 
marke! awash with crude none of the US 
multinatronal of companies has yet 
approached the transans for crude 

Companies he Amerada Hew — whone 
Virgen Island refimernes are geared 
especially to the hearer lraman crudes 
concede that for the duration of the Gull 
War « has been forced to buy the more 
erpeneve hehter, North African crudes 











[Text] 


Speaking 


from Ahwaz, his Gulf war command post, 4 
Sadr gives PAUL VIEILLE his view of his struggle with the IAP, Iran's 





BANI=SADK DISCUSSES VIIAL ISSUES DURING INTERVIEW 


Londen 8 DAYS in English 23 May 61 pp 5, 53 


[interview with Bani-Sadr by Paul Vieille in Ahwaz!) 





Bani 


economic disasters and the superpowers’ threat to the revolution 








Question: Mir President, there seems to bee 
power strugele between you and the belemic 
Republican Party Con you explain this? 

Anwer For me. the @ fot @ simple 
conflict between two groups squabbling to 
= power It «greater than that, each side 

as & contrasting world view, « . 
mentally different way of organising 
sooty The clash «n't new Ever since 
ancient times in Iran, whenever one regime 
~ the Sefavides, the Qadjars, and 
capecially the Pahlavi — has been toppled. 
thers successors have tned to impose 
themecives by the same harsh. authoritanan 
means Thow power im Iran today 
are betraying the re 
So far, however, the fundementatia IRP 
hess not managed to lead the country end 
make it function. 

Right It can't even control the 
bureaucracy The IRP are not a real danger 
to the revolution Im not afraid of them 
not at all. They're not the enemy The real 
enemy is those who hide behind the IRP 
Once the Iranian poaple’s hopes for an 
independent society fades. they will be 
forced to Wh either to the US oF the Sowet 
Union Today they we that | at least have s 
formula for midependence and devel- 
opment And if the faith. even the IRP will 
be swept away m the inewiatle battle 
And how do you define these conflicting 
forces sithin Inen' s poverament todey? 
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For now, the Russians don't stand « 
chance in tran Because of their 











HKeall’ Duleven ee, there seem te be certain 
shomenate to the THE favourable to the Soviet 
(whom 

terlonlh but eenly done asa prooitical 
ihove fant Nigh any conwethion There 
ae ower ane muilhon Afghan relugees " 
lven afd that @ete a8 permanent 
sounten propaganda met them 
De you think thet Soviet Union & 
prepared to accept your non-aligned stand? 

A few days ago, | told the Sower 
arnibassador thet rans policy will be based 
on tie preewple we will not allow any 


whontiage to be given to either the 
Americans of the Russians The 
ambassador asked if thes ruled out 


 lisboreron between the two counties | 
i! No. collaboration ts possible” Whats 

mote lron wante the same hind of balanced 

relations ath Lure 

And how Hee 

vtrateg) within Tran itself? 


Leis take the economy. This sense of 
ital nsecurity inside Iran is only increasing 
ow dependence on outside ir rts I don't 
vay the fundamentalists, the religious 
judecs and the other IRP factions are 
eotirely to blame for this insecurity The 
Cult war has also fuelled this continual state 
foningue And these intrieves have even 
oervaded out factones Today. industrial 
production has fallen $0 per cent below the 
pre revolution levels The only solution left 
1 ws 6 to Umport, which means that we are 
becoming more dependent on foreign 
counimes Instead, we should be creating 
ihe means for an independent economy 

its the same in agnculture Now Iran has 
fo umport at least twiee as much grain, rice, 
meat and even milk than it did during the 
Shah s reign At the same time the Iranian 
consumers appetite for foreign 
manufactured wems hasnt dechned since 
the revolution. True, the war has made it 
harder to obtain these items, but once it 
ends lranians will revert to thei high 
western standards of comsumption Old 
customs dee hard 
What of! policy do you think Iran should 
adopt’ 

Although we cut back our ol production 

1 the beginning of the revolution, the 
(or scot. clergy controlled) government ts 
irying to boost crude output to 2 Sm barrels 
» dav. which would net revenues of 
‘ $\)be a year But why’ Iran duce 

d the much 


66007 3 


Vou've been labelled « ‘liberal’ by the 
western press. ls that correct’? 

The definition of ‘liberal’ in Iran ian’ the 
same as you would find in Burope My aim 
rT) ey eee ae 

— Our political institutions are 


pert either the institutions of the 
you think Ayetoliah Khomeini realises 


this? Does he perceive that the culture of the 
revolution ie deed? 
Ot course he does I've written to him 
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IRAN 


ESPAHAN STEEL MILL TO ACTIVATE TWO SMELTERS 
Tehran MIZAN in Persian 2 Jun 81 p 7 
|interview with the managing director of the Fefahan Steel Mill) 


[Text] Estahan-<In an interview, the managing director of the Esfahan Steel 
Mill stated: “Basic repaire on the emelter of the Esfahan Steel Mill have 
been completed, and it will resume operation shortly. An allocation of 

900 million riale had been provided, but this sum was increased due to the 
large scale of its operation, 


According to a report of the PARS News Agency, in order to activate this 
smelter, the delay of which will cost 700 million rials a day, in addition to 
the lranian and foreign experts, 30 more temporary specialists have come to 
Esfahan from the Soviet Union. And, already, after about 50 days of constant 
work, this smelter will start operation beginning after about 5 June. The 
managing director of the Esfahan Steel Mill said that the reason for the 

delay in the first smelter resuming operation was the penetration of cast iron 
into the layers of the coke components due to the cooling down of the smelter 
and he stated: "We were forced to remove the bottom of the crucible, and this 
job required more time for repair operations." 


Operation of the Second Smelter 


Pointing out the second smelter's operation--which had been planned for the 
month of Mordad [23 July-22 August], but due to the lack of coal and coke 
supplies and consequent difficulties, its operation will begin next 
Farvardin [21 March-20 April 1982] and this is based on studies that the 
government has made to solve this shortcoming--the managing director said: 
"The normal production of the Esfahan Steel Mill is 600,000 tons per year, 
and with the operation of the second smelter, the capacity of this mill will 
reach 1.9 million tons per year." 


With respect to the 37,000 Iranian workers and employees plus 430 foreign 
(Russian) personnel, the managing director of the Esfahan Steel Mill said: 
"Seventeen thousand of these personnel have not become staff employees so far; 
so to fulfill this gool, the government has proposed that about 1 million 
persons be included on the nationwide level.” 
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Un the basis of this proposal which will be implemented after it is approved, 


4 techaleal construction company is to be established for the eteel mill, so 
that the technical construction jobs of this company can be performed on a 
hit ft nw ide level . 


Lxpansion of the Gas Smelters 


Regardiog the expansion of gas smelters in place of coal smelters, he said: 
"if we did net have the problem with coal, the coal operation system would 
be more dependable and profitable for the steel mill,” 


Regarding the health and medical facilities for the workers of the Esfahan 
Steel Mill, the managing director of this complex, while pointing out the 
efforts that had been made in the past, criticized the lack of cooperation 

of the Ministry of Health and said: "In our domain, we had poor medical 
ervices which we attributed to budgetary shortage, and we are looking 

for solutions #e we can solve the budget deficit and go forward on this road," 








He announced the budget shortages as 100 million tomans for the Esfahan Steel 
Mill and 200 million tomans for the National Steel Company. 


LSU: st i i 
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LRAQ 


[RAQT KURDS CRITICIZE BAGHDAD ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 
JNO31743 Voice of Iraqi Kurdistan (Clandestine) in Arabic 1630 GMT 2 Jun 81 


("Text" of message addressed to [Islamic Foreign Ministers Conference in Baghdad 
on 2 June 1981 by "a group of lraqi Kurdistan citizens on behalf of the Kurdish 
people''--read by announcer] 


[Excerpts] In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 
lo the Islamic Foreign Ministers Conference, Baghdad. 


Esteemed brothers: Today you began your conference [words indistinct] the noble 
prophet, may God's peace and blessings be upon him. Iraq's dictator Saddam 
Husayn stood before you to speak in the name of Islam and under the banner of 
Islam. He stood like a meek lamb and an oppressed man and said: God is witness 
to the fact that we are not responsible for this war. 


Ministers of the Islamic states: The noble religion of Islam is a religion of 
liberating man from bondage, distress, racism and despotism. The noble Islamic 
teachings are clear and state that there is no difference between an Arab and 
non-Arab except faith. 


The people of Kurdistan, the majority of which are Muslims, bear witness before 
God, fustice, histo y and you that Saddam Husayn lied in his speech to you. His 
regime is not only responsible for the massacres committed during the past months 
of the aggressive war against Iran, but is also responsible for murdering and 
annihilating tens of thousands of our [Iraqi people--Arabs, Kurds, Turkomen and 
Christians since Saddam's assumption of power. 


ksteemed ministers of the Islamic states in Baghdad: We must submit to you the 
following points and matters: 


1. The Lraqi people in general and the Kurdish people, who consist of a Muslim 
majority, in particular are the brothers and friends of all the Islamic and world 
peoples. What we deplore is that you came to meet in Baghdad in the name of 
islam and under the banner of Islam. This gave the terrorist regime of Baghdad 
the opportunity to hide its crimes against the people and the homeland. 














we hold God, justice, histery, you, the Islamic peoples and all the world 
peoples witness that Saddam Husayn's regime is a dictatorial and fascist regime 
responsible for tneiting a hostile war against the Iranian people's revolution, 
Iherefore, Saddam Husayn and his party are responsible for shedding blood both 
in lraq and Iran, 


), For 20 yeara, the people of Kurdistan have been subjected to racist annihi- 
lation campaigns, wars and destruction by the racist Iraqi regimes, particularly 
by the present regime of Saddam al-Tikriti, who is behaving contrary to the 
teachings of Islam and all human norms and laws. He is practicing racist and 
sectarian polletes against the Shi'ite Muslims, the Kurdish people, Turkomen and 
Christians. 


4. We eall en you to vieit Lraq's Kurdistan to see the devastation of mre than 
1,400 Kurdish villages destroyed by the regime along the borders with Iran and 
Turkey. We call on you to visit the prisons of Kirkuk, Mosul, Dahuk and Irbil 

to see the traces of massacres and destruction in Sarasank, Qal'at Dizah, 
Halabjah and (Daka). 


We invite you to visit the prison of Zakhu-Dahuk junction, al-'Asi detention 

amp in Dahuk and the detention camps in al-Basrah, Karbala’, al-Najaf, Irbil 
and others. Let the regime allow you to talk to the women, children and old 
people of the Peshmerga and Iraqi strugglers’ families who belong to every com 
munity, sect and opposition political party. You will then see Saddam Husayn's 
true islam. 


5. We ask you to visit the headquarters of the Democratic Party of Kurdistan 
and the other opposition parties and to meet with the military and the Iraqi 
citizens who deserted the army and the regime. 


‘et the regime allow you to meet with the Iraqi Army's personnel so that you 


an know the percentage of those who believe in the justice and value of this war 
ind the one responsible for it. 

5. Let the regime at least allow you to wander freely in the areas of al-Thawrah, 
\)-tavinoiyah, Cal-'Amil), al-Hurriyah and other places in Baghdad. Let it allow 
you to talk freely with the Iraqi people in order to realize the extent of the 
people's indignation against the regime. 

', Ack the regime to let you visit the city of al-Hadithat and inquire about 

the relatives and family of former Iraqi Poreign Minister Sa'id ‘Abd al-Baqi 
al-Hadithi and others of the al-Hadithi family, who had been responsible people 

in the regime and members of the same Ba'th Party. Ask the people about them 


and what they did to be Liquidated. 


Ast the cegime to allow you to visit the Iraqi universities and inquire 
about the fate of scores of well-known professors, ulema and specialists. 


ll. Let the regime allow you to visit the relatives and family of martyr 
Ayatollah Seyyid Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr and ask what he had done to be liquidated 
wit such savagery. 


b] 





12. Ask the regime where is Dr Husayn al-Shahrastani, engineer ‘Abd al-Halim 
Naji al-Rawi, the agricultural expert [name indistinct], Dr Ghazi al-Hariri, 
eng.neer Shawkat ‘'Afrawi and many other ulema, engineers and politicians. 


If the regime is really confident of iteelf, let it permit the holding of a free 
referendum so that all will realize that the regime is hated and rejected by the 
Iraqi people in part and parcel. We will not hide from you the fact that we are 
very pained by your presence in our country and in the name of Islam. We are 
sorry and are severely agonized at the holding of this conference in the name of 
Islam under Saddam Husayn's regime. You are thus conferring on it a legitimacy 
that it does not possess. 


The entire Iraqi people, particularly the people of Kurdistan, are pained by the 
holding of this conference in Baghdad. You ask for ending the lraqi regime's 
hostile war against Iran. We agree with you that the war should be stopped, but 
is it not essential to take to task the main and archcriminal who caused this 
war? 


CSO: 4304/1 
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1RAQ 


KURDISH RADLO REPORTS JOINT KURDISH, IRAQI CP OPERATION 
JNJ12112 Votce of Iraqi Kurdistan (Clandestine) in Bahdinani Kurdish 1550 GMT 
30 May 81 


(Text | Al='Amadiyah--Our party's first branch reported on a joint operation 
carried out by groups from our Democratic Party of Kurdistan and the Iraqi 
Communist Party. A number of brave female Communist Party partisans participated 
in the operation. This constitutes a qualitative change in the struggle of our 
Iraqi people, Arabs and Kurds. The following is the text of the news item: 


The tirst branch of our party reports that implementing the resolutions of the 
Iraqi Democratic National and Patriotic Front's Committee in the Governorates of 
Dahuk and Nineveh, a joint force comprising partisan groups of our party and the 
Communist Party carried out a daring operation against the positions of the 
dictator regime in the (Brawribala) region, located in the al-'Amadiyah region. 
Daring female partisans participated in the operation. 


At 1830 on 27 May 1981, the joint group carried out the following: 


|. Heavy shelling of the (Bikova) brigade and the emplacements surrounding it. 
Direct hits were scored. 


’, Shelling of the (Tabala) battalion headquarters, inflicting heavy damages. 
Shelling a company headquarters located between (Tabala) and (Brivka). 


4. Destroying the (Sari Hami) emplacement located between (Hiluri) and (Brivka), 
killing a number of enemy personnel, 


Peshmerga groups belonging to the organization of martyr (Anwar al-Ma'i) and 


(Shurash) from the al-'Amadiyah local committee and the martyr (Surab) organiza- 
tion took part in the operation. 


CSO: 4696/1 
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BRIEFS 


EMBASSY EMPLOYEE ESCAPES ASSASSINATION--Beirut, 3 Jun (INA)=-An lraqi Embassy 
employee escaped assassination here today. The INA correspondent in Beirut 
reports that armed persons opened fire on ‘Adnan Habib from a Renault 12 in the 
UNESCO area in the western sector of Beirut. Habib was wounded in hie left hand 
by two bullete while hie car was hit with several bullets. The correspondent 
adds that the armed persons escaped while the Iraqi Embassy employee was rushed 
to the hospital. Five Lraqi Embassy employees have been martyred by enemy fie 
during March and April of thie year. [Text] [JNO31603 Baghdad INA in Arabic 

1745 GMT 3 Jun 81) 


CSO: 4404/1 











DECTSION ON HUGE HOUSING PROJECT LMMIMENT 
Lerdon § DAYS in English 9 May 61 p 37 


lArticle by Steve Rose) 


|\Text) Lengthy deliberations over the awarding of 4 giant 
jordan housing project contract seem at last to have reached 
an end. Steve Rose reports from Amman. 


FRANCE’s Soges and 4 
Chinese Jordanian parinership are 
beleved to have triumphed in the 
protracted battle for Abu Nuseir — the 
giant new Jordanian community to be built 
204m from Amman Although no official 
announcement has been made, & Day: has 
learned that they will share awards for 
infrastructure and construction of 
two thords of the 6,100 housing units to be 
Pull 

Jordan + Howsng Corporation first ashed 
for tenders for the project s firat phase te be 
om by 18 Newember 1980 However 
postponement. followed and some bidding 
ompanees gained the impresson that they 
were being decouraged Some were im fact 
eventually forced out because of problems 
- th bank guarantees 

Sopges was the third lowest bidder on the 
oral tender tt offered to do the job for 
jordeman dears 356m ($i lim) The low 
hed was submutted by @ joint venture of Al 
Dhetat of borden and the Chinese 
corporation ( ate, who hid 1129 im 


5 


($90 6m) A joint venture of Ziad Salah of 
Jordan and the Czech firm Stroyeaport were 
the second lowest bidder. but dropped out, 
reportedly due to the capital tie-up 

A source close to the tendering process 
told & Days last week that while ID4im 
($96 Sm) represented a comfortable profit 
margin, JD 29m ($90 Im) was the lowest a 
contractor could go and still stay in the 
black — provided the job was done with 
‘maximum performance Soges however. 
reportedly later dropped below this figure 
being willing to take @ lows for tax and cash 
flow reasons 

The housing corporation earlier was 
concentrating on negotiationt with Soper 
and Catic independently of Al Dhefaf, 
although the Jordanian firm prepared the 

tender for the jot venture 
| weeks age a howwng corporation 

committee visited China, Czechoslovakia 
Seudi Arabia and Kuwait to view projects 
carned out by the contractors and help 
them in thei choice Final word © eapected 
very soon 
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SUCCESS OF POTASH PROJECT REPORTED 
London @ DAYS in English 9 May 61 pp 22-23 
l\Articie by Steve Rose!) 


[Text] Steve Rose reports on the 





success of the Arab Potash 


Company at the Red Sea, thanks to shrewd pre-planning five 


years ago. 


risk SOOL THLE RN Ghor area of Jordan. 
noat the bottom ead of the Dead Sea, used 

he sparsely inhabited wastelands This, 
thr est spot on earth, had little fresh 
eatct and almost no vegetahon Its only 
Mhalwiant weere Redouin nomads who 


“i mowe cast during the summer to the 
mw the tulle Foregners were rarely, if 

cve ecn 
Now the atea bustles with activity 
Lorne. coll back and forth 24 hours a day 
er eclders and all th paraphernalia of 


rattocteoon afte mm constant ue There 
noanent community of capatrate 


Aprocces at the self-contamed township of 
the Aralh Potash ( ompan) iAP ) whow 
crirachon plant project has brought 

wiructhon expertee from around the 
git 

T he Valecteone Potash Works on the 
lerach ede of the salt lake have been in 

rate for at long as moet fe vidents of 
ihe a sn remember But the attempt i 


cxplon the Dead Sea's potaswum chloride 
on the Jordaman ode « relatively recent 
The AM wee termed m 1954 bul for 


an reasons, oncluding politics. lay 
dhcmant mt 1° Now a gong full 
hiatt ant « ecapected to be producing 
‘ | hy the second half of neat 

i | 
i} men of the APCs board. Ah 
Khaseeneh save erth pride that the potah 
prorect & Progreemng Cractl according to 
‘ me and budget Me credits the 
rere _ rompitude t preplanning 


shrewd ordering of priorities when 
awarding contracts and drawing up the 
overall work schedule Specifically. he cites 
the decrssons to build acces roads dykes 
and the residential township before 
anything cise. and to order equipment for 
the refinery straightaway 

The American firm. Brown and Root 
completed the first contract. roads and 
dykes. in 1978 The second contract. for the 
townshup. which also started three years 
ago. how neath completed. built by the 
Shin Sung Corporation of South Korea 
with design and consultancy by 
Cobh Petermuller (Athens asoociates of the 
UK firm, Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners) 
By beginning work on the township carly 
the APC was able to cut the on-site time of 
all other contractors by prowiding them with 
accommodation 

Among the 10 remaining contracts 
George Wimpey International of Britain « 
constructing civil works — dykes and solar 
pans — for the potash evaporation process 
with Alexander Gibb as consultants Jacoby 
International of Pasadena and Dublin rs in 
charge of process dewgn comMMmenoning 
and tramming for the refinery Ite steelworks 
are berg done by Voest Alpine of Austiis 
Brown Bovern has comiructed an FMW 
power station, with the Britwh fim 
Hawker Siddeley providing cabling 
cttensions and sub statiom Balfour Beatty 
om Britain has undertaken cowl works fot tin 
refinery 

ft xtracting potash starts with collectors 
salt brome at the sorthern cad of the | rman 
pemmmeula, whence @ Phew ahong th 














periioula sweeter eoge ty the huge (Moy 
Moai pan Inthe. end two pres arnallite 
juts of de Peaoinp cide (to allow for shower 
Cvaghiratinh ae oped gravity te feanes), 
the brine concentrated by salar 
tsapeeateen benally 4 Pewee tte thes 
carnallite pans fron whet the sudge @ 
olhoted end sent te the mfinern Mere 
thireugh @ comples thermo ele meal 
process, the potash © estftacted and 
ons. fled to ite imal cristalline form 
Afier tia «heduled to art at the end 
of (URT. the plant will start producing at 20 
er cent eapaety In the seoond year the 
, ee up te AL per cont. and mm the third 
ite eapected to operate at full capacity 
‘RH ionnes of potash a veer Marketing 
he albeady been allotted to three firm 
vieard off Oxnbheron of the US 
MI heli oat Japan and ft atenpriees 
Vinivtes of € himiques asl lrance 
Ahacseoeh capeets the compan 6 
Pradwets to bring on about 6200 @ wear 


C50: 4820/1369 
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Ai the end of Pebruaty 1982, there will 
not be @ single contractor left on the site 
says Kihasawneh ut for now the APE 
lownship (8 @ transient eapatriate 
community of foreign engineers and ther 
families, living if aif conditioned comfort 
ai a comples complete with oporte centre. 
bank, cline, post offre and one of the 
best stocked supermarkets in Jordan The 
contractors have handed over 200 out of 
450 of the cement Block houses, painted a 
durable dark beige and remarkably 
lusurious inside 

The only hiteh im the construction 
whedule in the contract which has just 
started. to build a hospital guest home and 

we Shin Sung is running abit late and 
will finteh about a year behind schedule 
according to Roger Harman 
Gibb Peirermuller s rewdent engineer 
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\ LING DEAL SIGNED--Iraq and Jordan have concluded a mijor agreement with 
\ootcla'e Steye-Datimler AG to set up 4a network to transport goods bound for 

iraq from the Jordanian port of Aqaba to Baghdad, the ASSOCIATED PRESS reported 
from Amman last week. The news agency quoted officials there as saying that the 
initial etage of the agreement will involve the provision of 300 container trucks. 
Steyr ie Austria's largest manufacturer of trucks. The officials said the multi- 
million dollar contract wae signed by Steyr and the Iraq-Jordan Transport Company, 
a joint venture. Steyr hae in turn brought in Guieco, a Filipino management firm 
and Listnooteboom, a Dutch company which specialises in trailers. They added 

that workshops have already been set up in Baghdad, Amman and Aqaba to service 

the trucks used to transport freight 800 miles from the Red Sea to the iraqi 
capital, [Text] [Parie AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT 6 MEMO in English 11 May 81 p 12) 


JAPANESE LOAN POR CEMENT FACTORY--Japan's Mitsubishi Corporation has agreed to 
lend Jordan about $116 million to help cover the costes of a Portland cement 
factory which Miteubiehi has contracted to build, it was announced in Amman last 
week. The loan, which carries 7.75 per cent annual interest, is repayable over 
eight years to six=monthly installments, starting in March 1985. As this news- 
letter reported in ite April 13 iesue, the plant will be sited at Rashidya, 200 
kilometres south of the capital; the original announcement of the deal with 
Miteubiehi put the construction cost at $224.2 million, but officials last week 
said the whole agreement with the Japanese was worth $250 million. Most of the 
factory's annual output of 2 million tonnes will be exported to Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia, while the domestic market will absorb the rest, cement industry sources 
were quoted ae saying. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT 6& MEMO in English 

i8 May 81 9 2) 


WORLD BANK POWER PROJECT LOAN--The World Bank has announced a $25 million loan to 
jordan for 4 power project worth $81 million. At an annual interest rate of 9.6 
per cent, the loan is for 17 years and includes a 4-year grace period. The 
Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic Development is contributing $18 million towards 
the Jordanian project. Last year, Jordan received two loans worth $29 million 
from the World Bank for education and financial development projects. [Text] 
|Parie AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 18 May 81 p 2) 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


QATARI AMBASSADOR--Kuwait, 3 Jun (KUNA)==The new ambassador of Qatar to Kuwait, 
Ahmad Hamad al-'Atiyyah, today presented his credentials to the amir of Kuwait, 
Shavkh Jabir al-Ahmad al-Sabah. [Text] [L0050336 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0851 GMT 
3 Jun 81) 
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Lt BANON 


CURRENT CRISIS, POTENTIAL FOR NATIONAL ENTENTE DISCUSSED 
Parie L® MONDE in French 19, 20, 21 May 61 

lArticle by Jean Gueyras: “Lebanon in a Pincers") 

i\Text | The Bombardmente Are Doubling in Intensity in Beirut 


While the bombardments and clashes between Syrians and Falangists are doubling in 
violence in Beirut, the decision by the Leraeli government to grant more time to the 
settlement efforts being made by Mr Philip Habib, President Reagan's emissary to the 
Middle Fast, has attenuated somewhat the riske of an imminent confrontation between 
Damascus and Jerusalem over the SAM-6 missiles installed on the Biqa’ plain. 


Philip Habib, who extended his stay in Riyadh by 24 hours, was expected in Damascus 
thie Monday. The Saudi leaders have assured Syria of their solidarity against Isera- 
el. In Moscow, PRAVDA expressed approval on Sunday of the installation, by Syria, 
of SAM-6 rockets in Lebanon, imputing to the United States and Israel all the re- 
sponsibility for the new Lebanese crisis. 


In Beirut, the hammering of the two sectors of the capital did not, practically 
Speaking, stop at all over the weekend, resulting in many killed and wounded on both 
sides of the demarcation line. 


i. The Lost Ret of 7ahle 


heirot=<-The passengers in the mini-Austin hold their breath. The car is immobilized 
at the entrance to the Samaangallery, one of the few crossings still linking the two 
sectore of Beirut. The avenue, bordered by a few trees, presents a sinister aspect 
with the deserted Syrian Army sentry-boxes, a few tires laid across the roadway, and 
the long row of houses with their ripped-up facades, in which are concealed the for- 
midable snipers who sometimes amuse themselves by riddling to pieces anything that 
moves in the surrounding area. 


The driver calls for silence: “Let me think.” A few moments earlier, though, on 
leaving the Moslem quarter of Chiah, he had murmured between his teeth: "I have the 
feeling that we will be able to pass through today." If not, it will be necessary 
to take the Kfarshima-Hadath mountain road, which is surer but adds an hour to the 
trip, or else go by way of Aley, an hour-and-a-half detour. The Samaan gallery runs 


only a few hundred meters, and there is thus 4 great temptation to take i* The 
driver rapidly considers the pros and cons, and suddenly, without warnin, Tes 
the accelerator The bullets zing. The believers recommend their souls to God, and 
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ihe vest elose thetr eyes, A few dogen seconds that seem interminable, “lt is 
over, the danger ie past,” the driver panta; “we will be in the Christian sector in 
4 ‘ew seconds." Later, on returning, he hesitates and takes the Kfarshima-Hadath 
toad, even though it is sometimes just a8 dangerous as the Samaan gallery. 


Ae strange ae Lt may seem, none of the crossings that link the two districts of Bei- 
rul if peacetime ia physically closed=-except for the famous Ring, the entrance to 
which te obstructed by piles of sand. But everyone here knows which are the prac- 
ticable crossings. The long demarcation line of nearly 10 kilometers which, from 
the port to the Samaan gallery, divides Beirut in two, paseing through the devastat~- 
ed cityecenter, by way of Sodeco, Primo, Tayoune, the Museum, closes in the space of 
4 tew houre when tension takes hold in the Lebanese capital, without any action by 
the authorities, and is transformed into a front line. 


The Rinee=the Fouad=Shehab highway=-has been closed for nearly a year without any- 
one's being able to explain why. Sedeco was made unusable last February by a few 
well=placed rounds, rapidly bringing about the closing of the other crossing pointe, 
with the exception of that of the Museum, and thus creating unclearable bottlenecks. 
At the time. everyone was expecting some serious events: indeed, the crossing- 
pointe between the two Beirute, apparently controlled by a mysterious force, consti- 
tute the barometer of the political situation in Lebanon. In February, the closing 
of Soedeco coincide! with the wildest rumors on the subject of an imminent new con- 
(lagration destined to impose, after the failure of Camp David, a solution on the 
israeli-Arab conflict by application of the "Jordanian option,” which necessarily 
implies that the PLO would be made to toe the line first and foremost in Lebanon, 
‘he only Arab country in which it has taken root militarily and politically. 





\t the time, everyone in Beirut was talking about the imminent implementation of an 
'sracli-Phalangist plan which was called by Mr Arafat the “accordion plan" and whose 
objective was to be to grasp the Palestinian forces in Lebanon in a pincers, at- 
tacked by the Christian militia forces in Beirut itself and in Southern Lebanon, and 
at the same time, by the Israeli army in the region of Marjayoun and Chateau- 
Sfeaufort-<that is, precisely where the UNIFIL [United Nations Interim Force in 
Lebanon! formation presents an unexplained breach a few kilometers wide. 


‘uch a combined operation, it was said at the time, would greatly gratify Mr Begin, 
for whom a decisive victory over the Palestinians would mean a triumph in the June 
elections, and the Kataeb, who would thus have repeated their success of Tall-el- 
‘aatar on a larger scale® achieving their grand design of a “war of liberation" 
aimed at driving the Palestinians out of Lebanon or at least neutralizing them from 
a military point of view. Despite all its improbabilities, the “accordion plan" was 
taken very seriously by the leaders of the PLO, who, while strengthening their mili- 
tary formation in the south, did everything possible to avoid being drawn into the 
recent confrontations of Beirut and Zahle. “However,” Yasser Arafat told us, “these 
events do indeed constitute the beginning of implementation of the joint Israeli- 
Keataeb plan.” The Palestinians, knowing that they would be the first victimes of a 


* Om 12 August 1976, the Palestinian camp of Tall-el-Zaatar fell under the control 
of the Christian militias after a long battle of 50 dave in which several hundred 
ere killed or wounded. The elimination of this last Moslem enclave in a Chris- 
tian sector confirmed the sectarian homogeneity of a region controlled by the 

Maronite parties 
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generalized war in Lebanon, have kept themselves ostensibly removed fromthe combats, 
even paying for the luxury of holding their national congress in Damascus, as if no- 
thing were amias, while the confrontations were raging in Beirut, They have con= 
stantly proclaimed that=-contrary to what the Phalangist radio asserta=-the ILA 
(Palestinian Liberation Army), which, within the framework of the Arab Deterrent 
Force, tights the legal Lebanese Army along the demarcation lines, is not controlled 
by the PLO but is part of Syria's regular military forces, 





At the beginning of March, in an attempt to stem the rise of the dangers, President 
Serkia went to Damascus, where he proposed to President Assad a security plan aimed, 
according to him, at defusing the crisis, This was a three=pronged plan; first, to 
send Lebanese Army forces to the south to interpose themselves, alongside UNIFIL, 
between the Palestinians and the troopa under Sa'd Hadda; secondly, to relieve the 
PLA unite stationed on the Beirut demarcation line with the Lebanese regular army; 
and thirdly, to initiate a "dialogue between Syrians and Phalangists'==the only way, 
according to President Sarkis, to “prepare a solution of the crisis by the aid of a 
consensus which would have the benefit of Damascus’ blessing." 


leraeli Assurances’ 


Actually, the first two aspects of President Sarkis’ proposals were unacceptable to 
Svria and the Lebanese Movement, In their view, the Lebanese Army, "largely under 
the control of the Phalangists at the high=command level," does not in any sense 
onstitute an instrument capable of separating the combatants. After the day of 
}1 October 1980, on which the Lebanese Army practically capitulated to the Phalang- 
iste and surrendered the Ain-Remmaneh district to Bechir Gemavyel's militia forces 
without a shot, the Lebanese military lost a large part of its credibility with 
Islamic=-Progressive opinion, which hae always considered that it has at bottom not 
ceased to be in agreement with the Kataeb forces. "In reality,” a personality close 
to the Syrians told us, “the units of the ADF [Aral Deterrent Force] attacked the Leb- 
anese Army's positions in Beirut at the beginning of April with the specific purpose 
ot demonstrating, if there were still a need to do so, that the legal government's 
army was on the side of the Kataeb."' What this person omitted to say is that the 
aim of the operation was to immobilize the army far from Zahle, then under attack by 
the Syrian forces, and secondarily, to provoke, in the longer run, its collapse from 
the inside, since its Moslem elements would find it difficult to tolerate a long 
strugele against their coreligionists without reacting. 


From Sarkie' visit to Damascus there has remained only the possibility of a Syrian- 
Phalangist dialogue, an idea theoretically accepted by both parties. But President 
\ssad considered that before going into such negotiations it was necessary to elim 
nate the “intolerable situation” created by the Phalangist hold on Zahle. In Decem- 
ber 1980, during what is called here the first “battle of Zahle," the Syrians, whose 
behavior is often unpredictable, had seemed to accept the establishment of the 
Christian militias in the city and the surrounding hills. Despite the exhortations 
of their Lebanese allies of the National Movement, they had apparently not foreseen 
that the Phalangists would make this locality a veritable stronghold, a sort of pis 
tol aimed not only at the Biga’ but also at Syria itself. They apparently did not 
realize the seriousness of this danger until the approach of the meiting of the 
snows on the Sannin heights, which would hav e permitted completion of the mountain 
road built by the Phalangist militias in order to link "their" port of Jounieh with 
Zable, thereby giving them, as well as their Israeli allies, a direct access to 
Biqa’. According to the Syrian military, the latter would have been able by means of 
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thie route, in case Of @ fesumption of hostilities with Syria, to skirt the Syrian 
devenses of the Golan Heights by getting to the Damascus international road, which 
8 totally unprovided with serious defenses, 


no may ask by what aberration of thought the Phalangist leaders could have imagined 
(hat Damascus would remain passive in the face of such a threat, Some say that they 
were pushed inte thie “adventure” by the Leraelis, who had, on different occasions, 
given them assurances that suggested the prospect of an “umbrella” in case of a 
battle for Zahle and its mountainous back=country. Mention is made, in this regard, 
of the two visits to Jounieh by General Raphael Eytan at the beginning of 1981, the 
lant of whieh, according to Beirut's diplomatic circles, was toward the end of 

‘arch. On thie oecasion, the leraeli chief of ataff could not only have inspected 
the cometruction work on the Jounieh=Zahle road, in which Israeli specialists are 
reported to have participated, but could also have furnished certain assurances that 
would have been interpreted by the Phalangists a 4 firm commitment to come to their 
iid in case of Syrian attack againet Zahle and its mountainous back=country. 


Jitterness was especially sharp among the Kataeb militia forces when, following the 
occupation of the Zahle hille by the Syrians, who succeeded in isolating the capital 
of Bekaa completely, it emerged that the Israelis had no intention of honoring their 
‘commitmeate. This bitterness was even transformed into restrained anger when Je- 
rusalem gave great publicity, on 14 April, to the remarks of an “Israeli superior 
‘tiicer” declaring that the expression "genocide of Zahle" used by the Christians 
was “pure propaganda," that "Biqa’ was part of the defense formation which the Syri- 
ins want to establish to protect Damascus," and that "they will not permit it to be 
ithreatened.” This amounted nearly to justifying the Syrian operation against Zahle 
ind its region, 


This ‘semiofficial” posture, coinciding with the failure of the attempt to interna- 
tionalize the Lebanese crisis and with General Haig's new tack after his trip to 
Rivadh=-where he is said to have received the advice not to push the Syrians into 
the arms of the Soviets “more than they already are"--has accentuated the disarray 
in the Christian camp. Bechir Gemayel, who a few days earlier had called Zahle the 
“Lebanese Oradour,” suddenly declared himself prepared to enter into dialogue with 
the Syrians, “whom we respect and whom we ask to respect us." Speaking to foreign 

irnalists in the tone of a chief of state, he proposed to Damascus an “exchange of 
suarantees, poked at the Americans in passing, accusing them of wanting the ‘"parti- 
tion of Lebanon,” and admitted, for the first time in public, that his troops were 
receiving military assistance from Israel. 


The Disarray of the Christians 


thine then appeared favorable to dialogue between Syria and the Kataeb, which 


President Sarkis intended henceforth to place within the framework of negotiations 
aimed at cementing “national entente." The Phalangists, under the blow of their 
nilitary defeat at Zahle, began to adopt a low profile "We are not commanding of- 


ficer Sa'd Haddad ‘as published!, who for his part belongs to the Israeli military 
apparatus,’ their official and seniofficial spokesman repeated. “We have been forced 
to have recourse to Israeli aid because all other doors were closed to us when the 


Christians were threatened with extermination. Give us security and we will abandon 
the [sraelis.” The problem of Zahle appears to be on the way to resolution, and we 
are assured by a reliable source that Bechir Gemayel, “brought to a correct evalua- 
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tion of the forces involved,” was disposed, drawing the lessons from the Zahle de- 

feat. to surrender the city, on the sole condition that the few hundred Phalangist 

adres who had come from the outside, including four leaders of the Kataeb military 

ouncil, held in the city following the Syrian blockade, be permitted to make a dis- 

reet departure from Zahle, which would then be occupied by the Lebanese internal 
irityv torces., 


Syrian-Lebanese dialogue was thenceforth possible. But Damascus apparently wanted, 
before sitting down at the negotiating table, to complete its military victory by oc- 
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cupyioy the etrategic ridges of Mount Sannin, thus provoking the leraeli interven- 
tion that no one wae any longer expecting, aot even the Phalangistsa, The latter, 
who are now strong with the military support of Jerusalem, which has now become a 
creditor party in the Lebanese erisia, have considerably hardened their positions, 
for (hem there te ne longer any question of breaking their solidarity with Larael, 
which would have made possible a real dialogue toward national entente, 







120 May 4] ) )) 
lText! It. Sheikh Beehir's "Mini-State" 


ihe present crisis in Lebanon was triggered by the Phalangist 
militias’ decision to make Zahle a stronghold which, according 
to the Syrians, threatened their strategic positions in the 
‘iqa’ valley. In order to carry out this undertaking, the Ka- 
taeb were counting on Israeli military intervention which did 
not materialize On the other hand, Jerusalem's Air Force did 
intervene to prevent Damascus from controlling the strategic 
heights of Mount Sannin, thus nipping in the bud the dialogue 
that had begun to take shape among the various Lebanese parties 
with a view to national entente under the sponsorship of Damas- 
cus (LE MONDE of 19 May). 


Seirut--The Murr tower=-a sinister skyscraper that has remained unfinished because of 
the ware-epite tire against Beirut-Fast, The person we are talking to, a Christian 
cadre in an important commercial firm of Hamra, does not manage to conceal his an- 
suish. “Pardon me," he murmurs with a lump in his throat, “but this has been going 
m for 6 years, and IT have not been able to get used to it." We is actually thinking 
about his family, who, after fleeing the bombardments of Ashrafieh, have taken refuge 
on the Kesrouane littoral. The Phalangist radio, which he listens to constantly, has 
just announced very specifically that the Syrian artillery has hammered that sector. 
‘Lt isn't possible,” he adds with an absent-minded air; "if the Syrians had wanted to 
drive us into Bechir's arms, they would not have done things any differently.” 


“ore than 500,000 Lebanese Christians live beyond the borders of the Maronite redoubt 
»9f Jounieh, including about 100,900 in Beirut-West. Apart from a very few isolated 
incidents. they have never had anything to complain about in the behavior of their 
Moslem compatriots They shrug their shoulders when they hear talk of "threats of 
extermination’ that are said to be made against them, but they cannot admit that 
their coreligionists in the east have been subjected to savage hammering since the 
political climate deteriorated in the country. The Christians of 7Zahle, the vast 
majority of whom are Greek-Orthodox Catholics, began to feel close to the Kataeb only 
after being indiscriminately bombarded by Syrian artillery last December. 


sefore the beginning of the crisis of April, about 50,000 Christians crossed the de- 


larcation line ever iy to work in Beirut-West, while the Moslems who made the trip 
in the opposite dire tion could be counted on the fingers of one hand. "There's no 
loubt about it," sichs a Christian attorney established in the west; "'they' are more 
tolerant than we; 80 percent of the merchants of Hamra are Christians, and no one has 
ever dreamed of disturbing them, even though Moslems have been killed in other west- 
ern districts by ‘our’ bombs. The Phalangist newspapers, which go on for columns 
nailine the Syrians and the National Movement to the cross, are sold freely here, 
whereas here “at home’ we have no choice but to read the organs of the Kataeb . nd 


their allies.” 











Order and Discipline 


The Christians of the Maronite redoubt speak with pride of the "Ruropean order and 
discipline” that prevail in the east, Despite the almost daily bombings, Ashrafieh 
has always remained clean and trim, Sacks of sand protect the ground floors and 
store=fronts that are too expored, and the inhabitants are encouraged to leave the 
most dangerous sectors and take refuge on the coast and in the mountains, where the 
convents shelter the most needy. This explains why, apart from the first victims 
taken by surprise when the artillery pounding started on 2 April, the number of per- 
sons killed has remained relatively low. Since then, Ashrafieh has been emptied of 
three-quarters of its population, and those who have remained lead a slow=paced exis- 
tence. Taking advantage of the morning truce which is the rule, they go out to do 
their shopping. 


Around 1100 hours, at the first signs of deterioration of the situation, the streets 
empty as if by magic and the district seems to have been stricken by a mysterious 
malady, 


However, the very few cars that move about here obey the signal lights and one-way 
signs, under penalty of being stopped by the vigilant and omnipresent Kataeb police- 
men. 


Since the bloody elimination by the Phalangists, on 7 July 1980, of the militiamen of 
Camille Chamoun's National Liberal Party, who were called "hoodlums,"” "physical de- 
cency"” has been paralleled by a "moral decency." It is true that the Kataeb have al- 
so had their “hood'ums," but they are kept on a leash by the military apparatus of 
the party, which has taken itself in charge by means of the "common finances''--the 
collection of funds which go into the treasury of the "mini-state." For the organ- 
ized looting in the port of Beirut at the beginning of the civil war there has been 
substituted a smuggling operation officially organized by the party, from the fifth 
basin of the Lebanese capital's port and from Jounieh. It deprives the Lebanese Cus- 
toms of a good part of its revenue, while at the same time serving to finance the 
"republic of Ashrafieh." 


Levies are also made on the population by various taxation measures, accepted without 
recrimination by the public, who consider that it is a small price to pay for the 
tranquillity and security from which they benefit. The owner of a medium-size super- 
market pays 400 pounds per month (about 500 French francs), and the residents of a 
modest-size apartment pay between 25 and 100 pounds. The owners of restaurants, dis- 
cotheques and movie theaters pay 2 percent of their earnings to the Phalangist tax- 
collectors, and motorists are taxed at 1 pound per 20 liters of gasoline. 


The "Liquidation" of Tony Frangie 


"The other side of this idyllic picture is the existence of a militarized and totali- 
tarian Phalangist society,’ complains a Christian of Ashrafieh, who does not hesitate 
to describe the system as ‘fascist’ in tendency and as “conforming very little to 
Lebanese traditions and temperament." The architect of this "“mini-state,'' which his 
adversaries call a "Maronite ghetto," is beyond dispute Bechir Gemayel, the son of 


the historical leader of the Phalanges. © ‘lye years, little by little, almost 
without pushing for it, this man whom his oes call “Sheikh Bechir'’ has assured 
himself of the levers of command of the m..t: apparatus of the party, which he has 


used to become, initially, the “strong man of (he Kataeb,"' before imposing himself as 
the undisputed chief of the "“mini-state of Jounieh." 
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Sheikh Bechir's crossing of the desert was a long one, though. In 1960, he was only 


an obscure tocal official of the Phalangiat cell of Bikfaya, under the orders of his 
elder brother Amine, and seemed very respectful of the party's traditional struc- 

tures Nine years later, he emerged from the grey background to become the represen~ 
tative of the tough anti=Palestinian wing of the Kataeb young cadres, When the civil 


war began in 1975, he was to be found in the key position of official responsible for 
the district of Ashrafieh, Everything now seemed possible to him: his personality, 


which his close associates describe as uncommon, and also the fact that he is the son 
of Pierre Gemayel, enabled him to climb the military ladder rapidly, taking over su- 
preme command of the Phalangist military forces after the death of William Hawi, who 
was killed in the siege of Tall-el-Zaatar in August 1976, 

in 1978, ivritated by the behavior of the Phalangist traditional leaders, he was al- 
ready dreaming of seizing the political power exercised by the party apperatus, which 
al that time was favorable to reaching an entente with the Syrians. He would first 
have to “physically liquidate" Tony Frangie, the chief of the "“maradas” of “gharta, 
whom he considered to be "the Syrian in the Maronite camp," under conditions chat 
spea’ volumes about certain practices common among the Phalangist militia forces. 


Sheikh Bechir's adversaries in the political bureau tried at the time to take advan- 
tage of "this regrettable episode’ in an attempt to stop a rise that was beginning to 
make them uneasy, But Bechir was saved--by design, some say--by the Syrians, who, by 
conducting, at the end of June, an equally bloody massacre of the Greek-Catholic vil- 
lazes of Biqa', made people forget Ehden. On 1 July, the "100-days' war" unleashed 
by the Syrians against the inhabitants of Ashrafieh raised even higher the prestige 
of the Kataeb militia forces, who became in the eyes of the population of the Maro- 
nite redoubt the heroes of the resistance to the oc pation by the troops of Damas- 
us. 


\ Power without Any Sharing 


hir Cemayel is tirelessly pushing his project for “unification of command and of 
combatants''--a euphemion intended to conceal, but with less and less success, his 
grand design to ensure the si premacy of the Kataeb militia forces over all of the 
Christians. Progress has already been made in this direction: Jubayl has been purged 
of the partisans of Raymond Edde, who has never approved of the settlement of differ- 
ences by arms, and several other independent Maronite notables have been forced to 
leave FKesrouane and Metn. The small Christian military groups who had played an im- 
portant role at the beginning of the war, including the Tanzim and the Guardians of 


the Cedar, are neutralized, and the Armenian community, which had always been the 
electoral ally of the Phalanges, has been made to toe the line. [It remained to elim 
inate Camille Chamoun's PNL [National Liberal Party], whose militia forces, led by 


his son Dany, continued toact high-handedly toward the Phalangist fighters. This was 
done on 7 July 1980 with the "Safra operation,’ which ended in a veritable carnage. 
This time, Dany and his family--luckicr than the Frangies--were to be spared, prob- 
ably 48 not to compromise the future of the Lebanese Front, an institution for po- 
litical concertation, whose president is Camille Chamoun. Henceforth there is no 
lenger any opposition to the power of Sheikh Bechir, ‘based,’ a Christian told us, 
‘on a (rightful succession of bloody military victories over his own Christian al- 


lies. The entrance of Sheikh Bechir's candidates onto the party's political bureau 
in November 1980, and the defeat of his brother Amine's candidates, have crowned a 
de-facto situation All the detractors of the new strong man of the Kataeb are poli- 
tically neutralized. They will have the wisdom to rally to him--some from convi -- 


tion, and the others from simple prudence. The party's traditional apparatus has 














ot yore sFicuuited | sheikh Bechif, whe, surrounded b 4team Of taithtiui, identi 
ies himeell with the Christian etate of Jounteh Hie old rivale are new only color 
leas superfumeraries holding honorary positions, free to express themselves within 
ertain limite: but like Camille Chamoun, whe is Waiting for better dave, their wings 
fe’ li ppe df 


ysinion ie etill divided about the real influence exercised exercised on the course 

ff evente by Picrre Gemayel Some say that hie activity is limited to making long 

leclaratione that take up several columne of AL AMAL every day. Others, though, con 

‘der that he remains all-powerful and that nothing ia done without his agreement 

‘he Gemavele are a Sicilian family,” an old Phalangist explaine in a disillusioned 

t or “In reality, it te the old one who rune everything, holding on one hand a fa! 
(Hechit and on the other a dove (Amine),” 





r tt oune Christiane of the Maronite redoubt, though, there ia no doubt the only 
eader ia hethh Bechir., “whe net only hae all the qualities of atrue chief but is 
ilao determined to cart out hie historic miesion.’ Thie miesion can be summed up if 
4 tew expressions that run fror detenee of the Christiane threatened with extermina 
tion } a hoatile Arab=-Moslem masa’ to “safeguarding of the cultural identity of the 
hristiane and defense of the Western values in thie Eastern land.” Certain Phalang- 

t theoreticians even ego @o tar a8 to discern a “community of deat inv between the 
‘aronites and lerael ‘exposed to the same dangers.” ‘The interests of lerae!l are 

' ntrary to oure remarks one of the officials of the order of Maronite monks o} 


ac lie which exerciees considerable influence on the thought of the new Phalangiat 





iders; “one must underetand that the first country to fall after the fall of the 
hrietiane Lebanon will be Lerael 
‘ mice with rae | 
mpetuous monks of Kaclik have the habit of saying out loud what the Phalangist 
itical leaders often keep to themselves. The latter have long tried to shirk the 
roblem posed by their alliance with the Israelis, whose name they carefully avoided 
itterine, conternting themselves with protesting bitterly that they were ready to “ally 
themselves even with the devil” to oppose the Syriane and the Palestinians Now that 
the exiaetence of almost institutionalized links with Jerusalem has become far too ob 
ious they are trying to downplay the probler "Why." thev sav. “should we be the 
re ' the “Near Faaet not to have relationse with learae!l’” Do we have to be more 
roval t than the ne, while the principal parties concerned--that ise, the Arab 
untries. from Sadat's Fevet to Kine Hussein's Jordan, with King Hassan II's distant 
‘or inbetween. do not hesitate to deal with the Jewish state’ 
his mpariseon does not seem very convincing, even to certain moderat Phailangiets 
7 private wonder whether Bechir Gemavel has gone too far in his ontacte with 
ra t | abie to withdraw trom ther The myth of the Christians military super 
rity that the Phalangiste take pride in rests on increasingly close cooperation 
with leraelis, who provide Bechir Gemayel'’s militia forces with very advanced mil: 
‘ary equipment so that they can cope with a Syrian army equipped with modern materic! 
h leraeli military advisers whom public rumor reports to t sometimes inf Ashra 
v ‘urniaoh the Kataeb militia forces also, according to Western military experts 
eirut with trategi and tact sl advice. Certain Lebanese think that this 
ad extends to the political area also, though they cannot offer any proof in 
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(heir assertions other than the existence of a “certain leraeli way of 
which they believe they deteet in the vocabulary of the Phalangist lead- 
ire quick to epeak of the threate of “genocide” and “holocaust” supposedly 


aeainet the Lebanese Christians, or declare that they "prefer Masada to 


4 ontronted with a diktat,” we were told by a Phalangist leader who none 
hae little liking for the “Teraeli option,”, “we will choose the future. The 
‘atian te @ potential ally of lerael, while the strong Christian, with good 

natural ally of Syria and the Arabs.” Nevertheless, many Lebanese, 
rietiane or not, think that the Phalangiste are little disposed to lose the 

e for the shadow and will prefer to maintain with the "Israeli devil” an al- 
‘thout which the very existence of their “mini-state” would be jeopardized 


ihe impossible National Entente 


he intervention of the Leraeli Air Force in the Mount Sannin 
fighting aborted the dialogue that had been initiated among the 
irious protagoniste of the Lebanese drama Ie national entente 
amone the Christians of the Jounieh redoubt, allied with Lerael, 
ind the Islamic=-Progressives still possible’? (LE MONDE of 19 
and J0 Maw) 


r driver node hie head The Phalangist radio that he listens to in prefer- 
the other stations “because it is better-informed” has just announced that 
idat has called for the withdrawal of Syrian troops from Lebanon “We ifs 
nee, it ie the only wav to calm the situation. I am a Moslem, but I think 
inese should settle our preblems among ourselves and not by cannon-fire.” He 
lown for an inetant in front of an ADF sentry-box, painted in the Syrian col- 
rne on the taxi's dome light, while the sentry, a peasant from the Djezir- 
encerned air, wavee us on without even taking the trouble to look in- 


rian presence in Lebanon have created in Beirut a profound allergy to 


at is Syrian "They behave like a real army of occupation,” one hears 
, rywhe r: Publ rumor attributes to the soldiers of President Assad's 
f misdeeds, ‘rom petty larceny to murder A motorist need only have 
and he immediately accuses the "“Souri” (Syrian), which has become a4 
idjiective, even if it emerges subsequently that the malefactor was a Leb 
he Palestinians are also subject to public contumely, but to a lesser de 
they ostensibly prove more discreet In particular, there is a sort of 


toward those “who find themeelves here because thev have been driven 
f whereas the others 
f the foreign-army presence in ebanon 1.8 encountered aleo in the 
+ at are nevert he lease onesider: , ei 3 is To the svrians and whose Te 
iT ly refrain in their conversations from criticizing the “incoher 


ties f Dama is’ policy, and then go on, in their public utter 
end with the same zea the necessit of an alliance with Svria This 
mn? ‘aced way sf Neirut-weet to 6a it is lear that our leaders are 

ir ama ‘ echizophrenia and have become formidable specialists in double- 








‘ander accusation, the leaders of the Lebanese National Movement=-since it is indeed 
they who are intended==-detend themselves passionately. "What do you want us to do’ 
‘ec lare war ag@inet everyone at once’? We have never had any illusions about the pol- 
icy conducted by Damascus in Lebanon, and we have not yet forgot who the Syrians 
are==the Syrians who in September 1976 saved the Phalangists in desperate trouble in 
theif own Mountains, Sinee then, Damascus has multiplied ite measures to divide us, 
(Oo weaken the Palestinian resietance and revive the Christian right. Now that they 
seem to be adopting a more resolute attitude toward them for the first time, a8 we 
have been asking them to do for a long time, do you want us to detach ourselves from 
their action?” 





Getting Out of the Mese 


lo which their detractors reply: "We do not ask so much of you fut please, keep a 
ertain independence instead of going beyond what even they themselves demand.” This 
remark is @ valid one for certain of the 15 componente of the National Movement who 
are totally aligned with Damascus’ policy, but does not apply to the big “ideologic- 
al formations in the MNL (Lebanese National Movement)=<-notably the PS? (Progressive 
Socitaliat Party) of Walid Joumblatt, the PC [Communist Party] of George Haoui, and 
the OACL (Lebanese Communiat Action Organization) of Mohsen Ibrahim=--which have al- 
waye etriven to maintain a certain distance from the Syrian ally. 


The National Movement has always refrained from substituting itself tor the failing 
Lebanese state in the regions that it controle in Lebanon, “so a8 not to accentuate 
the de-facto partition that already existe in the country.” The result of this hae 
been 4 situation that sometimes borders on muddle and anarchy. At certain hours, 
Hamra, which used to be considered the Champs-Elysees of Beirut, resembles a public 
dump. When evening falls, the streets, teeming with crowds during the day, empty al- 
most completely, since no one dares to venture out on foot in a city in which safety 
is a very chancy thing The nearly total absence of administration in certain sec- 
tors of the Islamic=-Progressive camp is generally imputed lese to the state than to 
the National Movement and has contributed large'y to ite discredit. 


In reality, the true reason for the decline of the National Movement is the fact that 
it has etil! wot recovered from the loses of ite historic leader, Kama’ Joumblatt. who 
was assassinated in March 1977 on the order of the Syrians No one denies the per- 
sonal qualities of his son Walid, who hase done a lot to bring hope to the Druze com 
munity, which was traumatized by the lose of its chief 


jut as he admits himeelf, he has neither his father's breadth nor Sheikh Bechir’'s im 
moderate ambition and taste for power. Profoundly liberal, he represents, according 
to one of his close associates, only “the common denominator for several heteroc lit: 
and contradictory tendencies grouped within a kind of loose national front.” 


“The trouble is that, being closely linked--and rightly so--to the Arab world, with 
which it has procalimed solidarity, the National Movement, which has not been able to 
work out an independent political proposition since the death of Kamal Joumblatt,. has 
rapidly become the football of the various antagonistic currents that dispute the 
leaderahin of the Arab world among themselves and that have found in Lebanon an es- 


; 


m i'lvy tavorable field for their struggle for influence, a tormer communist mils 


tant who esses the time when the National Movement used to mobilize the crowds ex- 
plains, with as much lucidity as bitterness. “The adventure now is less elating, es 
pecially since the role ot the National Movement, which has become an annex of Syria, 
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froptiated ” Syria te net the only Arab country that wante to appropriate 
‘lie National Movement to itself, There are also Iraq and Libya, who finance it with- 
ut mting the money lhe result ie@ disastrous, especially for the small forma- 
‘ione that lack eoalid ideological convictions, and certain of which, reduced to the 
rol  wercefarics, spend their time settling rather distasteful accounts in the 
streets of Beirut 





iven 4 Sovement as authentically popular a8 the Shi'ite movement is subject to a 


ureal any pressures to turn it away from its essential purpose, which is to assert 
ithe poehte of the Shi'ites Ca third of the population of Lebanon), who have long been 
ignored ‘he Amal paramilitary organization has become, since the death of Imam 

Mow dt. the community's principal political force, dethroning, with the aid of 
ry (in ane, the traditional politicians, most of whom are feudal lords in the 
Th uvjected to pressures from the outside, it has been transformed into a4 

“man headed hydra,” manipulated by forces as dieparate as the Second Bureau and the 
halaeb, who aspire Co make it an inetrument of struggle directed against the National 


Movement and the Palestinians, a8 well ae by the Iranians and the Syrians, who use it 
fight trag:i intlvence in Lebanon 


‘p to the present, the Palestinians and the communiete, who have solid connections 
with Che Shiite community, have managed to contain the confrontations, notably 


through the efforte of Nabih Berri, Amal's secretary general, a progressive lawyer 
who on several occasions has been able to prevent a rupture between his movement and 
the jlcetioian=Progressives, Furthermore, he recently made a gesture in their favor 

ending @ contingent of Shi'ite militiamen to fight the Phalangiste on Mount San- 
nis Relations remain tense, though, since Mr Berri does not control the entire 


ent, which recently quit the “coordination committee" linking it to the PLO and 
the MNI In particular, there ia amone the Shi'ites a profound resentment toward the 
Pa tiniane, whe are considered to be largely the cause of their troubles in the 


yf the mess, some of the National Movement's leaders have already been 


rying for some time to set up a broader Front which would constitute a kind of 

ini t-Vhalangiet rally” grouping the National Movewent, the Islamic Rally, which re- 
‘so the traditional Sunni community, the Amal organization, the former presidnet 

f the Maronite Republic, Soleiman Frangie, and other Christian personalities. Rach- 


reer president of the council, who is one of the warmest partisans of a 
i Front, ie tryine to get the leader of the National Bloc, Raymond Edde, to 
it the latter, from his voluntary exile in Paris, has on several occasions 


tated Wie decision sot to participate in a Front which, according to him, i8 mani- 
ander the sponsorship of the Syrians. Others, and not the least--inc luding 
ide re of the National Front--fear that the broadened Front is only an elector- 


ngboard to ensure the return of Soleiman Frangie ae head of state Finally, 
ders of the Ielamic Rally, including the former prime minister, Saeb Sal 
, r totally opposed to a regrouping that would include the communists, whom they 
Agent provocateurs from abroad.” 


the Palestinian Presenc: 


irk; too is hostile to 4 new Front that would further accentuate Leba- 


nto two antagonist blocs and would sanction a partition that al 
; st in fact Hie vrand desien has alwave been to be president of all the 
ind not is he is accused by the left, the president of the Maronites only 
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ie that what he really is’ to these whe aceuse him of having favored, of at least af 
haviny done nething to prevent, the erystalligation of the Jounieh “minivstate,” and 
of having forged a ‘sectarian army” which has never done anything to combat the ‘par- 
Citioniet threats” of the Phalangists, he replies that as the Lebanese chie! of 
state, he will never be able to “take the Phalangists' guns away from them so long ae 
the Palestinians have theirs.” Thus, all his proposals for resolution of the Leba 
hese crisis imply the overhauling, in one form or another, of the "Palestinian armed 
presence’ in Lebanon, “We do net want to, and moreover we cannot, ‘suppress the Pal- 
estinians' in Lebanon. All we want is to reorganize thie presence provisionally on + 
New bases while awaiting solution of the Palestinian problem on the Near Kastern lev- 
el,” one of President Sarkis’ closest advisers told use at the beginning of the April 
tists, letting it be understood that the Syrians could support such a project, “let 
us not forget, after all,” added another of the chief of state's collaborators, “that 
the Syriane entered Lebanon in 1976 with the mission of ‘taming’ the Palestinians. 
Now the fact must be stated: that miesion hae not been carried out yet.” 


A sien of the times: the leadere of the National Movement are not hostile to an even= 
tual revision of the Cairo agreements regulating the Palestinian armed presence in 
Lebanon, but they do not want the revision to go beyond certain limite or, especial- 
ly, that it result in a diemantling of the PLO and liquidation of its “defensive po- 
tential againet Ierael.” “lt is no longer possible,” they say, “to defend certain 
abuses committed by our Palestinian brothers and certain exorbitant privileges that 
do immense injury to our cause." 


Theoretically, then, one of the fundamental obstacles in the way of the national en- 
tente desired by President Jarkie could be lifted. Sut there are other substantial 
difficulties, even incompatibilities, between the two camps that confront one another 
in Lebanon=-first of all, regarding the very existence of the mini-state of Jounieh, 
and eapecially on the controversial problem of the Syrian presence, which is accepted 
by the I[slamic=-Progressives and detested by the Christians of the Jounieh redoubt. 
Specifically, one of the objectives of the Baabda negotiations, interrupted by the 
[eraeli Air Force's intervention in the north of Lebanon, was, according to someone 
close to President Sarkis, to “create the conditions which could eventually make it 
possible to prepare the ground for a gradual withdrawal of the Sy: an troops.” Our 
interlocutor did not try to conceal the difficulties of the undertaking, adding: “We 
will take whatever time is necessary to reach a Lebanese consensus on the problem. 
fut I remain deeply pessimistic: tserael cannot tolerate a real national entente 
which, in Lebanon, can be founded only on a normalization with Damascus, 4 compromise 
with the Palestinians, and an unequivocal disavowal of all collaboration with Israel.” 


\ tirst attempt at national entente was torpedoed by Damascus in August 1980, as the 
reault of a Syrian veto which prevented the formation of a cabinet of broad national 
reyrouping under the presidency of Mer Takieddine el Solh. This time, it is the Iera- 
elis who have nipped in the bud an attempt that seemed more serious. The national- 
entente undertaking periodically revived by President Sarkis seems once again to be 
irremediably compromised. Caught in a pincers between neighboring powers and hostile 
forces that seem little concerned with its fate, what remains of the Lebanese state 
runs the serious risk of not surviving a military adventure whose theater would be 
ite soil 
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LEBAN SE ACTIVITLES ABROAD DISCUSSED 


London 8 DAYS itn English 9 May 81 p 33 


‘Article by Howard Sechiasel and Ignacio Klich] 


|Text) Howard Schissel looks at a new Lebanese influx into 
France, while Ignacio Klich reports on renewed political 
activity by Latin America's Maronites | 


TH LATEST round of fighting in 
Lebanon has provoked «a new influa of 
Lehonese nationale to France. Since the 
outbreak of the cwil war, some 25,000 
Lebanese have settled permanently in 
France. principally in Paris and along the 
Cove @ Anu, and another 25,000 are 
fepular smitorn 

The most visible sign of the growing 
Lebanese presence i¢ the number of 
affiliates of Benut-based banks and chic 
iLchanese restaurants Such elegant cating 
places a the Beyrouth, Layalila or the 
Vilduvlar cater to the tastes of an upmarket 
rowd of Lebanese and Gulf businessmen 

lhe cummerous Lebanese banks — such as 
the Middle Fast Bank, Banque Europtenne 
pour le Moven Orvent, la Banque Audi and 
he Banque d Affaires Franco-Arabe 
Bate) have played an important role ina 
host of property acquisitions by Arabs in 
rrance 


According to Lucen Dahda, former 
Lebanese toregn minster who works as a 
comsultant om Pars, Arab buyers have 
purchased some French francs 1Sbn 


($2 ¥2 ha) worth of Prench real estate in the 
past five vears, most of it through Lebanese 


middlemen Lebanese lawyers, neen 
and bankers have also enabled French 
industrialists to broaden the base of their 
operations cast of Suez 

Many leading French industrial firms 
employ Lebanese as intermediaries in 
dealing with Gull states or private Arab 
business interests often with considerable 
success For instance, a Lebanese contact 
won a Saudi Aratian hospital building 
contract for the French public works firm 
Auger. saving i from bankruptcy. 

But growing resinctiom have begun to 
lymit the opportunities in France for 
enterprising Lebanese After some 
questionable operations by certain 
Lebanese banks in Pars. the Banque de 
France has restricted the establiahment of 
new banks with small balance sheets So 
Lebanese banks wishing to set up 
operations in the French caprial must seek 
out French aswociates, as the Byblos 
Bank France recently did 

French authorities granted coveted work 
and residence permits to Lebanese 
nationals with relative cave until 1979 
Today the task for a newly arrived 
Lebanese « much more difficult 








Maronites in Latin America 


LAST MUONTII» Cordoba conterence of 
lebanese Argentinianes indi ates increased 
political activity among thal country s one 
millon Maronites Argentina and Brag 
boast the worlds second and third largest 
Maronite communities respectively outside 
lebanon 

There ea Maronite diocese in Brazil, and 
deleate negotiations with the Vatiean may 
vel result mi one in Argentina = where 
there ate already four Maronite parishes 
and plans for 15 more. The proposal for 
Neuquen pariah, which would be financed 
hy Maronties in Argentin, snd Lebanon 
was pul to the Lebanon-buwu Patriarch 
Prerre Khoranhe by the province § bishop 

The upsurge of Maronite activity 
lolhowed the 1975-76 cil war in Lebanon 
Maronite tolatrioniam there caused ther 
main political force, the Phalangisis. to take 


more onferest in strengthening lmks with 
Maronite communities abroad 

Various emissaries, such as Fr Charbel 
Kase actively rained funds overseas from 
wealthy Maronites although politically 
they have not matched the success of 
Melchite Archbohop Hilarion Capuce: and 
Fr Ibrahim Ayyad in building up contacts 
for the PLO 

Opponents of the Phalange aligned 
World Maronite Union include Suleiman 
Franjch The former president caplained 
his differences with the Lebanese Front toa 
delegation of Latin and North Americar 
WML leaders who came to Lebanon lav 
March to mediate 

The Lebanese patriarchate © mterested 
in capanding the Maronite Latin American 
network, but the Vatican m heme very 
Cautious Holy See officials hawe more than 
ence endorsed Lebanons territorial 
imtcernty — and supported Maronite 
INTCRTANION against secesmonmt tendencies 

as the best way to ensure the well-being 
m Chretians in the Arab world 
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LAHLAN' S HESTORICAL BACKGROUND EXAMINED 
London 8 DAYS in English 2 May 61 pp 15-16 
i\Article by David Butter] 
[Text] Zahle has been pushed into prominence by attempts 


to ‘internationalise' the Lebanese crisis. David Butter of 
the Inter Preas Service examines the complex factors behind 


the town's growth. 


ihH> PASTE RN Lebanese town of Zable 
ho hocome the focus of diseusmons over 
met caloung the Lebanese crian In 


he prene the town iteelf has partly 
my momahonalwed, with the US 
Sccctary of State Alexander Hawg even 


roosting that the Sowet Union had 
Maricd the fighting in Zable © dwert 
attention from eveats mn Poland 
In the Process, too, the essentially 
lL cbanese aspects of the crn have tended 
o he forgotten Zable's hietory shows that 
local political, economic and even family 
lator are at least as important as the 
si alculathons of the superpowers 
tar f then chents 
did not bepin to achieve 
' unt! the beginning of the 


ath conturns when a stream of 
{ ath (stock Orthodon and Maronite 
() tun fam meraicd tou from other 
areas onthe Retaa valley 


The mam feason for the migration was 
hy feets that had broken out m the 
Ottoman principaluves im the 

Hetae Zable was favoured by the 
() ' because of the town ¢ strategn 
heackone dorecth on to Mount 


’ wih the end of the Ottoman eenod 


with the advent of the Europeans in the 
region, Zable began to expand its influence 
in the Bekaa. as the Christians in the valley 
hought up the lands of Muslims, forced to 
well in order to pay thelr way out of 
conscription in the Ottoman armies 

Zable achieved its present status as 
capital of the Bekaa’ thanks to the French 
colomal rulers. In 1930, following the 
Great Syrian Revolt’ they made the town 
the provincial centre of the valley Mainly 
Shute Mushm Baalbek, the former capital. 
had become a centre of anti-French activity 
and the French judged that Zable could 
play an important role in promoting ther 
political auns 

Zahle continued to prosper after 
independence in 1943. and by 1970 some 
60 per cent of the Bekaa valley's farming 
land was owned by citizens of the town. the 
regions economic centre With the 
outbreak of sectarian fighting in Lebanon in 
1975. the maim familbes in Zable attempted 
to preserve the neutrality that the town had 
maintained in the 195K civil war Thr: arose 
from a dewre to avoid conflict with the 
Mushms of the Bekaa, where Zable + main 
economic interests lay, and to prevent the 
main Christian partes of Mount Lebanon 
from gaining too strong an influence 





However, Zable cnded up home invelved 
in he Hehting, only marginally, At the 
cmbot l¥78 the two mann Cuthole leaden 
in the town, topether with other local 
political forces. formed the | Zable 
grouping. @ Mili foree whose main 
junction was to defend the town The 
Phalaggiet Party, the main Christian force 
im the civil war, hed a emall cell in the town 
and was tepresented in the Zable 
grouping s leadership 

Phalongist influence in the towns affairs 
nevertheless began to eapand only recently 
The Phalangist pains resulied partly from 
the failure of Zable’s leaders to restore the 
lown s influence in the Bekaa, since the war 
had brought about a shift of econome 
power to other centres in the valley 

The Phalangists, meanwhile, had been 
consolidating their military and political 
power, WIPIng OUT OPposition clements with 
a ruthlessness which many, even in 
wat plagued Lebanon, found shocking In 
the hills above Zable, they built a series of 
fortified positions, now under attack by 
Syrian forces Villagers in the region say 
that Istaeh troops are operating alongside 
the Phalangiis on thes area 

The recent fighting in and around Zable 
was sparked off when the Phalangists 
started work on anew road linking Zahle to 
th mountain and tned to take over a 
strategee bridge at the entrance to the town 
The Sven troops of the Arab Deterrent 
Forces. which control the Bekaa valley 
hepan thew offensive last month, 
considermng that the Phalangist moves could 
have serious consequences for the region's 
wecurity 

The Svran move has interrupted the 
process of the Phalange’s penetration of 
Zable, where. although it has pained strong 
influence over the traditional leadership, it 
has littl or no mass base 
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resume sutomatically at the airport.’ Other sources 


ALRPORT CLOSURE CAUSES SERIOUS FINANCIAL LOSSES 

Paris AN°NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 11 May 81 pp 5-6 
| Text | 

The closure of Beirut Intemational Airport i» “ 

to senous financial losses for Lebanese airlines ‘he 


government and the entire Lebanese economy, officials 
Jiclosed last week. Middle East Airlines, Lebanon's 
main flag carrier, has been losing LL 1.3 million (about 
$300,000) each day the airport is shut down, according 
to MEA’s Chairman Assad Nasr. 

Officially, the airport is open and government 
officials have been quoted as saying that there are no 
plans to close it. Since April 21, however, only one 
aircraft which was chartered by the International Red 
Cross to bring medical supplies has been able to land 
there because of sporadic shelling Runways, airport 
inst Jlations and four aircraft have been hit but most 
of the damage has since been repaired. Officials have 
been at pains to keep the airport manned in order to 
prevent the looting which occurred when it was closed 
for six rnonths at the height of the 1975-76 civi war. 

Reopening the airport has been one of the topics 
inder discussion last week by Lebanese leaders and 
Syrian Foreign Minister Abdel Halim Khaddam. “The 
question of Beirut International Airport is linked directly 
io the Lebanese crisis,” the airport's Deputy Director 
Fzzat Achi told the French-language daily 1 ‘Orient-Le 
four “If Lebanon returns to normal, activity will 
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attributed the closure to a dispute between the Lebanese 
and Syrian authorities over security at the airport. “In 
any event,” Mr Achi said, “Beirut International Airport 
must be protected against political ups and downs by 
“neutralising” it. All of Lebanon is suffering from 
this prolonged closure, which has resulted in considera. 
ble material losses.” 

Prior to April 21, some 60 airliners were using the 
airport each day and traffic was back up to 70 per cent 
of the precivil war days, according to Mr Achi. The 
airport handled about 5,000 passengers a day as well 
as considerable amounts of air freight. Loss of customs 
duties, taxes and charges to airlines using the airport 
will run into millions of Lebanese pounds, according 
to officials. They admitted, however, that no figures 
of these losses were at present available. 

The closure has also hit Lebanon's business com- 
munity by preventing businessmen from reaching 
Beirut by air. jourism, already badly hit by insecurity 
in Lebanon, has been virtually wiped out. Tounsm 
Minister Marwan Hamadé told the Beirut weekly Com- 
merce du Levant that tourists provided Lebanon with 
6 per cent of its GDP in 1978 and 1979, a far cry from 
the 20 per cent it contributed before the civil war 








MAURITANIA 


SOME EFFECTS OF CABINET REORGANIZATION, MILITARY GOVERNMENT DISCUSSED 
Paria LE CONTINENT in French 29 Apr 81 p 2 


[Article by Tbrahima Signate: "Will the National Movement Give Rise to a 
Political Party?) 


[...c] After 4 months of timid democratization, the recent 
cabinet reorganization in Mauritania has put a stop to a 
political experiment made more difficult to achieve by the 
16 March attempted coup. If the occasion was favorable for 
the military authorities in Nouakchott to reaffirm their 
neutrality in the Western Sahara conflict, various internal 
problems remain without likelihood of solution, a matter 
unlikely to satisfy an administration invariably hostile 

to the military government. 


The political repercussions of the unsuccessful putsch of 16 March have thus be- 
gun to appear, with the change in prime minister and the far-reaching cabinet 
reorganization which followed. Other repercussions are expected. 


it wae a real “war cabinet" that was set up in Nouakchott. At the same time, an 
anomalous situation, which had ended by generating a certain ultra-conservatisn, 
and which was denounced by the forces of the left with increasing vehemence, was 
brought to an end. 


Indeed the former prime minister, Sid Ahmed Ould Bneijara, appointed in December 
1980, and his civil government had never had a free hand. His role with regard 
to the military power exercised by the Military Committee for National Salvation 
(MCNS) remained ambiguous. The duality of power which resulted did not permit 
the taking of those measures which could rightly be expected from such a govern- 
ment, all the more since homogeneity was apparently not its strong point. 


The debates on the draft constitution, which were to be public, had bogged down 

to the point where there was less and less public discussion about it. The imple- 
mentation of a certain number of measures, revolutionary in the Mauritanian context, 
such as the abolition of slavery and agrarian reform, etc., was marking time. It 
was against this backdrop that occurred, on 16 March, the serious destabilization 
attempt that exposed the fragility of the structure being built. 
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‘he situation thus ereated quite obviously atrengthened the argument of thowe 


whe bad alwaye maintained that the decision of the military to restore power to 
the civil authorities was premature, That the process which was to have led to 
that end had been undertaken under notoriously unprepared conditions, and came 
down to putting the cart before the horse... 


This polne of view seems to be shared today by the military, in any case by most 
of tho milltary men within the MCNS. The return to a constitutional government 
will ne lenger be achieved in the near future, without this implying, however, a 
challenge to the principle involved, 


ivervth log te happening as if the military had decided to consolidate its gains 

and to guard the country effectively against destabilizing maneuvers before con- 
‘idering returning to the barracks. That, inevitably, will require a firm hand 

and tite, 

it is etenttleant that the question of administrative reform has priority among 

the tasks to be earried out by the new government. What are we witnessing up 

to now: a freeze in the implementation of the MCNS's most valid decisions by an 
administration tnherited, for the most part, from the former government. 


So much so that seeking to carry out a new policy damaging to important interests, 
with an administration that, by ite inertia (if not by its scarcely concealed 
hostility), would not play the game, would be purely and simply impossible. 


» Nouakchott they are ready at present to break this bottleneck by instituting 
1 sovere purge. In some respects, what is involved therefore is a turning point 
that could foreshadow the end of an era of half-measures. This could be expressed 
in the short term by the reactivation of the decree abolishing slavery and its 
application, and by the implementation of land reform, without which the abolition 
f slavery will remain purely theoretical. 


Under these circumstances, the lack of an organizational framework to channel 

this political will could not continue for too long. Everything seems to indicate 
that the voluntary services movement will increasingly play, in practice, the 

role alletted to a political formation, in the form of a ‘ront, thus becoming the 


ent perfectly suited to promote the new policy. 


(11 blame the military for having stopped a very appealing constitutional 


proc that aimed at setting up a multiparty government. But could partisan 

on: sanship (even if democratic) be t‘mely in a country threatened both in its 
interna ohesion and on its frontiers? 

shother we rejoice or deplore, the fact is that the question of a return to civil 


vent is no longer on the agenda. The problems of the internal reforms to 
t about and that of security in a stormy zone have become paramount. 


slity, the return to civil government will be by way of a permanent, overall 
in the Sahara. 
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MAURITANIA 


POSSIBLE RESURGENCE OF ETHNIC PROBLEMS OUTLINED 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 29 Apr 81 p 2 
[Article by Aliou Diongue: "Risks of Reemergence of Internal Ethnic Problems") 


(Text) The government of Lieutenant Colonel Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah may 
hope to have escaped--provisionally?--the diplomatic-military imbroglio in which 
the chief of the Libyan Revolution wished co involve it only a month after the 
destabilization attempt officially attributed to Morocco. The dismissal of the 
former prime minister, Sid Ahmed Ould Bneijara, would indeed show a wish for 
independence in relation to a potential ally whose interfering character is to 
be dreaded. 


While it does not permanently solve the question of Nouakchott's position in the 
Saharan conflict, the recent cabinet reorganization leaves even more unchanged 
the problem of the essential social reforms to be carried out within the country 
itself. 


In the communique announcing the changes in the government team, the Military 
Committee for National Salvation, which is chaired by Colonel Haidallah, itself 
made an important admission by acknowledging that the Mauritanian administration 
"persistently refuses to adapt itself to the committee's nevertheless clear 
orientations." It is not often that the military authorities thus acknowledge 
coming up against passive resistance on the part of much of the administration, 
still nostalgic for the former regime and said to be, rightly or wrongly, in 
support of a return to power by the republic's first president. 


Together with the probable indefinite postponement of the democratization process, 
there has been an increased possibility that the government will reorient itself, 
in retaliation, toward setting aside the ethnic, linguistic and cultural reforms 
that have contributed toward conferring an appreciable image of distinction on 
Colonel Haidallah. With the official proclamation of Mauritanian neutrality in 
the Saharan conflict, the Military Committee started, concurrently with the eco- 
nomic recovery, steps toward ethnic tribal rebalancing, so as to avoid a repeti- 
tion of the bloody 1966 riots and the 1978 unrest. In this respect, what is in- 
volved is giving satisfaction both to the Haratines (descendants of black slaves), 
the Beidanes (white Moors) and the Negro-African population living in the Senegal 
River valley. 
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it should be polnted out that the internal policy character of this question will 


henceforth be more pronounced, inasmuch as the new Senegalese chief of state will 
probably display a less committed position than that of his predecessor in this 
reapect., 

what remains, therefore, is the opposition between the Beidanes and the Haratines, 
the latter wishing to achleve greater freedom from the guardianship of the former, 
and to obtain not only equal civic rights but also the recognition and the taking 
into account of thelr ethnic and cultural distinctness. The Beidanes, who are 
rebelling against the dominant position given, according to them, to "the colonists’ 


language, call tor the promotion of Arabic, the national language in their eyes 
ind the cement for that cultural unity whose diversity they have tried to recog- 
nize . 


Against the backdrop of the two communities’ convergence of views on the main point, 
the Haidallah gov iment has undertaken, since 1979, a linguistic reform aimed 

at promoting the ro-African languages and ensuring their rehabilitation and 
integration intc '! 2 educational system as a whole. 


The decision mac oy the military authorities, on 5 July 1980, to abolish slavery 
undoubtedly constituted an encouraging element on the road to greater social jus- 
tice. But it is to be feared that the adoption of 'slamic law may come up against 
tne liberal sensibility of a Western intellectual and administrative elite, to 
whom a return to feudal values would appear as a step backward. The freeze which 
vill undoubtedly result from the recent changes may well increase, by broadening 
them, the feeling of malaise and the frustrations. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


PFLO DELEGATION VISITS CUBA, USSR 
L00462056 Aden Votce of PFLO ta Arabic 1545 GMT 3 Jun 81 EA 


i\Text] A high-level delegation led by Comrade ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Qadi, chairman 
of the Central Executive Committee of the PFLO, and including Comradee ‘Abd 
al-Hafiz Juman, member of the Central Executive Committee and chairman of the 
Foreign Relations Committee; and Suhay!l ‘Ali, member of the Foreign Relations 
Committee and the front's representative in Aden, has returned to Aden after 
paying a visit to the Soctalist Republic of Cuba at the official invitation of 
the Cuban Communist Party Central Committee. This visit was successful and 
fruitful. tit strengthened the firm relations between the PFLO and the Cuban 
Communist Party. The delegation met party and estate officials. 


m 24 May the delegation paid a visit to the USSR at the official invitation of 
the USSR. This visit was a crowning of the official visits made by the front to 
the friendly USSR. On the delegation's return, Comrade ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Qadi, 
chairman of the Central Executive Committee, made the following important state- 
nent: 


This visit of ours to the Socialist Republic of Cuba and the USSR acquires special 
importance in view of the delicate cireugstances through which the Oman area and 
the Arabian Gulf are now passing and the escalation of dangers to them because 

[ the U.S. insistence on continuing ite course of intervention, planting bases, 
massing military fleets and implementing its aggressive threats to forcibly sub- 
ect this sensitive area to its direct domination under the pretext that it has 
become an area of vital interest to the United States. This also constitutes a 
serious danger to the security and peace of the area and of the world. 

mrade ‘Abd al-‘Aciz al-Oabi, chairman of the Executive Committee, continued: 
The peoples of our area remember that the USSR some time ago came forward with a 
posttive and realistic five-point initiative aimed at achieving the withdrawal of 
ail the tmperialist war fleets and military bases, ending external interference 
in the aftairs of the states of the area and its peoples and respecting their 

\agnment and thetr right to independent control over their national resources. 


‘His itnittative received respectful responses from all the states of the area and 
t itionalist movement and from all circles who cherish the security and 
tability of our area and the safeguarding of world security and peace. Our 
peopies) tully realize that in the event of its implementation this initiative 

will provide the peaceful bases for their security and for safeguarding their 
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valional todependence, and that te fully complies with their national and pan- 
Arab demnda, 





lhe peoples of our area alee remember that the PDRY aleo came forward with an 
sitiative, through Comrade ‘All Nasir Muhammad, calling for the holding of a 
onference at the highest level of the etates of the Horn of Africa, peninsula 
and Cull area to dleecuse the question of the withdrawal and elimination of all 
the wl litary fleete and bases which encircle thie area and threaten the inde- 
pendence, security and stability of ite estates. This initiative was welcomed 
by the peoples of the area and ite nationalist forces. 


‘urn for thie, American imperialiem and its allies confronted these two 
tive tnttlativee with rejection and [word indistinct], which clearly indi- 
ates the fLlem aggressive intentions of American imperialiem and its absolute 
stence on keeping to ite plan for intervening and retaining ite fleets and 

, and even further (ncreasing ite military presence on the mainland and 


‘ i. 


ing these vieits, our delegation held intensive talks with officials in the 
-laitet Republic of Cuba and the USSR. They dealt with the dangers facing 
area because of the imperialist course and policy which is led and imple- 
eoted by the United States, in collaboration with its allies in the NATO states 
om of tte local agents, the likes of the agent Qabus. 


in Say that our visits to these two friendly countries were very successful. 
ire satisfied and gratified with the results they yielded. We are also confi- 
‘ that they will give a new impetus to the development of bilateral relations 
on the basis of strengthening our joint solidarity and struggle against 
iliem and imperfaliem and interference in the affairs of others and for the 
the causes of independence, Liberation, social progress and the safe- 
nd consolidation of world peace. 





PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


BRIEFS 


MESSAGE FROM LIBYAN OFFLCIAL<<Brother Salim Salih Muhammad, member of the Central 
Committee and foreign minister, today received a message from his brother, ‘Abd 
al-'Ati al='Ubaydi, secretary of the People's Committee of the People's Bureau 
for Foreign Liaison in the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah. The 
message concerned the current Arab situation and the visit to the Sudan made b, 
the president of the Egyptian regime. It noted the Sudanese regime's violation 
of the resolutions of the Tunis and Baghdad summits and attempts to weaken Arab 
solidarity in the fight against imperialism, Zionism and the agent regime of 
al-Sadat. [Text] [LD050344 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1630 GMT 4 Jun 81 EA] 


MINISTER'S MEETING WITH USSR ENVOY--Brother Salim Salih Muhammad, member of the 
Central Committee and toreign minister, today received the Soviet ambassador in 
Aden, Felix Fedotov. They exchanged views on the current situation in the Arab 
region and in the world and on the relations between the two friendly countries 
and ways of strengthening and developing them. [Text] [LD050336 Aden Domestic 
Service in Arabic 1630 GMT 4 Jun 81 LD/EA) 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


BRLEFS 


UNIT) Eo GULP MONETARY POLICY REQUESTED--Abu Dhabi, May 16 (WAM)--Governor of the 
VAL Centeol Hank Abdul Malik Al Hamar today called for efforts to speed up unifica- 
ion of Arab Gulf countries' monetary policies, He was inaugurating the two-day 
conterence of governors of central banks and directors of monetary authorities 
from seven Arab Gulf countries, Representatives from Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, 
bahrain, Qatar, Oman and the UAE are attending the conference, Al Hamar added 
that implementing the unified Gulf monetary unit needed a monetary union and a 
joint polittieal decision, besides ideological discussions to present practicable 
proposals. According to him, monetary authorities in the region faced big chal- 
lenges represented by ofl revenues which surpassed the countries’ expenditure and 
investment. The conference will discuss banking facilities of Gulf central banks, 
‘1 project for regional cooperation in banking supervision and a system for settle 
ment of payments among Arab Gulf states, Also figuring in the agenda is a project 
tor the establishment of a regional institute for monetary training at Gulf level. 
carlier in the day, Governor of Lraqi Central Bank Hussein Al Najafi and the dele- 
gation ac: sompany ing him arrived here. [Text] [Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 
l/ May 81 p 1 





FRENCH SUPPORT POR GULF COUNCIL--Doha, 7 Jun (QNA)--French President Francois 
Mitterrand has asserted that the security of the Gulf, in its capacity as a vital 
area for preserving world cooperation, is the responsibility of only its littoral 
‘tates se that the area will remain far from international tensions and disputes. 
in a cable of congratulations sent to His Highness Shaykh Khalifah ibn Hamad Al 
Thani, amir of Qatar, on the occasion of the formation of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, the French president expressed his conviction that the Arab Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council would effectively contribute to maintaining peace in the Middle East. 
in his cable, the president also stressed his country's adherence to the princi- 


ples of solidarity, independence and respect of national sovereignty--principles 
n which the Gulf Cooperation Council was founded. He added that the French 
overnment would exert efforts to boost friendship and cooperative relations with 
all the :1£ Cooperation Council's member states. [Text] [JNO72144 Doha QNA in 
Arabi 2100 GMT 7 Jun 81] 


Lf FINANCE MINISTERS MEET IN RIYADH--Riyadh, 8 Jun (SPA)--Six Gulf finance and 
economy ministers held a plenary meeting here today to consider a unified economic 
eration agreement. The meeting was attended by Saudi Finance and National 

Minister Shaykh Muhammad Aba al-Khayli; Kuwaiti Finance Minister ‘Abd 
atif al-Hamad; Bahraini Economy Minister Ibrahim Py al-Karim; Qatar Minister 


tate for Foreign Affairs Ahmad ibn Sayf Al Thani; U.A.E. Finance and Industry 
Mi ster Hamdan ibn Rashid al-Maktum; Oman's Minister - Industry and Commerce 
ir: and the Secretary General of the es Cooperation Council 
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SAUDI ARABLA 


POREIGN MINISTER SPEAKS AT BAGHDAD CONFERENCE 
GFO41320 Riyadh Domestic Television Service in Arabic 1830 GMT 3 Jun 61 


|Excerpts!] Iraqi President Saddam Husayn today received Foreign Minister Prince 
Sa'ud al-Faysal, who is attending the Islamic foreign ministers conference in 
Baghdad. Brotherly relations between the kingdom and Iraq and the Latest 
developments in the Arab arena were discussed during the meeting. 


Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal spoke to the conference and stressed the kingdom's firm 
policy and its continuous efforts in the service of Islamic causes. He said: 
The Leaders of the Islamic nation recently held a great historic conference in 
Mecca. 


He added: We meet today while Holy Jerusalem, the first Kibla, is still occupied 
by the treacherous Zionist forces. We meet today as Afghanistan is falling under 
the Soviet invasion. The painful reality that has hit the Islamic world is that 
we Live in a world governed by force where the rights of the weak ore easily 
lost. These rights will not be restored by pleading, tears or submission. How- 
ever, they can be recovered by continuous and persistent struggle. Our Islamic 
nation asks us to stress our support for Palestine by mobilizing all capabilities 
and massing all efforts to achieve justice and defeat aggression. We can do this 
by being committed to the implementation of the practical and defined program 
stated in the resolutions that were adopted by the third summit conference. Our 
islamic nation asks us to turn our support for Afghanistan from words into actions 
that will help the struggle of the Afghan Mujahidin. 


The foreign minister added: Israeli aggression against fraternal Lebanon is only 
a link in the chain of policies of deception with which Zionism is trying to 
mislead international public opinion in order to achieve its vicious goals and 
expansionist ambitions. 


His royal highness the foreign minister continued: Saudi Arabia greets the heroic 
steadtastness of the Palestinian, Lebanese and Syrian peoples in the confronta- 
tion with this Zionist conspiracy. The restoration of Lebanon's stability is a 
very important matter that will be achieved only by backing the efforts of the 
Syrian and Lebanese Governments to achieve national reconciliation among all 
disputing Lebanese parties and by supporting Lebanese legitimacy. At the same 
time, the Arab Saudi Kingdom urges the international community in general and 

the United Nations in particular to undertake decisive measures that will put an 
end to Israeli aggression against fraternal Lebanon in view of its dangers and its 
violation of international principles. 
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SAUDI ARABLA 


BRIEFS 


7 ‘N MINISTER DENOUNCES LIBYAN'S REMARKS--Riyadh, 4 Jun (SPA)--His Royal High- 
rose Peinece Satud al-Faysal, foreign minister, has declared that Libya stands in 
ihe same rank with the leraeli enemy against Saudi Arabia regarding increasing 
[te defensive capabilities. His royal highness in a statement published today 

in AL=JAZIRAH said that at a time when all countries of the Islamic world are 
supporting Saudi Arabia's move to build a powerful military force the Libyan 
posture in this respect conflicts with the most fundamental Islamic positions. 
Rewarding the attacks on Saudi Arabia and the Gulf Cooperation Council by the 
Libyan delegate at the foreign ministers’ conference in Baghdad, his royal high- 
ness described the statements by the Libyan delegate as pure lies and fabrica- 
tlens without any foundation in the truth. He said that we would not need a long 
time to discover the tendentious aims which Lie behind the biased campaigns to 
vhich Saudi Arabia ts being exposed. His royal highness stressed that neither 
the Libyan delegate, nor any other, can prove the truth of these statements and 
false accusations or cast doubt on Saudi Arabia's Arab and Islamic positions. 


(Text | [LDO041130 Riyadh SPA in Arabic 0815 GMT 4 Jun 81) 


re TO IMF--A royal decree has been issued approving an increase in 
au \rabia's share in the IMF to 2.1 billion special drawing rights. 
Riyadh Domestic Television Service in Arabic 1830 GMT 2 Jun 81 GF] 








SULTANATE OF OMAN 


AGRICULTURAL, FISHERIES PROJECT UNDER NEW FIVE-YEAR PLAN DETAILED 
Muscat 'UMAN in Arabic 18 Apr 81 pp 3, 8 


lArctcle: "General Director of the Central Office of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries: Ministry Has Comprehensive Plan To Provide Irrigation Water and 
Encourage Fishermen; Marine Sciences Center to Develop Fish Resources" | 


[Text] With the start of the current year, the second five-year plan in the various 
sectors of the state has begun to spur economic development, achieve progress and 
prosperity for the citizens, and provide a complete range of services for people 
throughout the country. 


The agriculture, irrigation and fisheries sector is a vital and important sector 
for farmers and fishermen. Progress in this sector has an impact on markets, food 
products, and animal and fish resources. 


A representative of 'UMAN conducted the following interview with ‘Umar Sa'id 
al-Marhun, general director of the Central Office of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries. This interview familiarizes us with the main features of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries’ second five-year plan and acquaints us with 
what the farmers and fishermen have achieved during the recent past and what 
awaits them in the future. 


[Question] First we would like to ask about the ministry's plan based on the 
current five-year plan in the field of agriculture, irrigation and fisheries. 


‘Umar Sa‘id al-Marhun: This question would take a long time to answer, and only a 
certain group of experts would be interested in hearing the figures. Therefore, I 
will only deal with a few of the figures to avoid boring the reader. Suffice it to 
say that the government, guided by royal directives from His Highness Sultan Qabus 
ibn Sa'id, has given special priority to the agriculture, irrigation, and fish- 
eries sectors. The government has allocated these sectors 157 million Omani 
riyals. Of this amount, 43.5 million riyals will go to support the private sector 
operating in the fields of agriculture and fisheries. This support includes 

19 million Omani riyals allocated for the construction and funding of the Omani 
Agriculture and Fisheries Bank to provide easy-term loans for these two sectors. 


The general director of the central office of the ministry added that the ministrv's 
five-year plan is divided into the following parts: 
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Public protects serving the various development sectors in the ministry, such as 
proviston of the necessary consultants for economic benefit studies and technical 
‘tudies through contracts with specialized international consulting firms, for 
which some 3,03 million riyals has been allocated. Another such project is the 
conetruction of a headquarters building for the ministry and the public departments 
belonging co it, for which 2.0 million riyals has been allocated. 


~-Projects serving the agriculture and animal resources development sector. These 
include the development and construction of agricultural, animal, and agricultural 
industries research stations and the establishment of agricultural and veterinary 
centers, and agricultural and veterinary quarantine centers. Other projects 
include the provision of support to farmers through the furnishing of fertilizer 
ind seeds at low prices, the provision of farm equipment at nominal rents, the 
distribution of water pumps to farmers free of charge, and the implementation of 
operations to combat agricultural pests by the spraying of plants and young crops 
with pesticides. There are now 73 development projects for the agricultural sector 
for which 49,288,859 Omani riyals has been allocated. 


~-Projects serving water and irrigation resources. 


it is an established fact that any development of the agricultural sector must be 
preceded or accompanied by the development and protection of existing water sources 
and the search for new water sources. God said in his holy book, "We made from 


water every living thing." Thus in order to create life in any particular place 

or develop the means necessary for this life, there must be sources of fresh water. 
fhis is an established fact which is well-recognized by the government led by his 
highness the sultan, who has given particular attention to this problem. The 
sultan has issued royal orders for the establishment of a specialized, top-level 
council called the Water Resources Council to formulate public water policy and 
conduct selentific studies pertaining to water. The General Organization for 


Water Resources has also been established. Its mission is to conduct studies 
pertaining to new water resources and the most suitable sites for the construction 
of dams and reservoirs to retain and utilize rainwater. This council is concerned 
solely with discovering water sources and will leave the exploitation and develop- 
ment of these sources to other agencies. 

The General Department for Water Resources and Irrigation belonging to the Ministry 
»f Agriculture and Fisheries, in connection with its research on new water resources 
in coordination with the General Water Resources Organization, is developing, main- 
tainine, and protecting existing water resources including wells, aquifers, and 
springs. It is also constructing dams to guard against wadi floods in order to 


orotect agricultural lands and is working to establish reservoirs to store rainwater. 
There are currently 22 projects in the sector supervised by the General Department 
of Water Resources and Irrigation of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 


39,179,944 Omani riyals has been allocated for this purpose. 


Projects serving tishing resources: 


we were to attempt to arrange the components of national wealth according to 
ir importance in the creation of national income for the sultanate, we would 








find that fieh resources rank right below agricultural and animal resources. Oman's 
coastline extends approximately 1,700 miles and large numbers of the residents of 
the coastal areas have worked in fishing operations for thousands of years. 


For this reason, it was essential that this sector be afforded the care of the 
state, and this has been accomplished by our well-guided government. 


fhe developmenc plan for fish resources includes projects aimed at research 
pertaining to the development of fish resources and the establishment of fishing 
ports, marketing networks, refrigerated storage and freezer facilities, ice plants, 
and marine workshops for the maintenance of marine machinery and fishing boats for 
fishermen at nominal prices. It also includes support for the Fisherman's Advance- 
ment Fund, which undertakes to supply fishermen with machinery and fishing boats 

at a third of the cost, with the government bearing the other two-thirds of the 
cost of this equipment. It should also be pointed out that the second five-year 
plan for the fishing sector includes the establishment of a marine sciences center 
which will assume responsibility for conducting studies pertaining to the develop- 
ment and preservation of fish resources and formulating policies pertaining to 

this area. 


It should be noted that the allocations for the five-year plan in the sectors 
mentioned total 110.17 million Omani riyals, while allocations for the development 
projects total 116,858, 586 Omani riyals. This is an increase of 6,688,586 Omani 
rivals representing allocations for projects carried over from the first five-year 
plan 


Concerning the earnings realized by farmers and fishermen in this »lessed age of 
progress, ‘Umar Sa'id al-Marhun said the following: 


‘Umar Sa'id al-Marhun: It is easy for anyone who has lived during the march of 
development from the blessed rebellion to the present day to perceive the extent 
of the progress which the farming and fishing sectors have achieved. 


Just a few years ago, local markets were completely dependent on the importation 
of fruits and vegetables from abroad inasmuch as there was hardly any local pro- 
duction. Now, however, local production of fruits and vegetables--particularly 
bananas--represents approximately 70 percent of the produce offered in the markets 
and is sold at much lower prices than the imported produce. 


The achievement of this progress would not heve been easy without the support and 
incentives whi-h the government, represented by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, has offered and continues to offer to farmers and fishermen. 


In the field of agriculture, the ministry has provided much material aid to 
farmers to furnish seed, fertilizer, and fodder for animals at half the cost, 
distribute water pumps to them free of cherge, spray their trees and crops with 
insecticides free of charge, and furnish fruit tree seedlings at nominal prices. 
Because of these things, many individuals who previously had no interest 

in farming have become interested ir establishing private fruit and vegetable 
farms. 
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in the area of the proviston of irrigation water, the ministry has assisted 
citizens in maintaining their acquifers, wells and the springs which supply then. 
it has also assteted in searching for new water sources, which has had a tremendous 
effece in Limiting the impact of the relative drought which the country has exper- 
lenced in recent years. 


in the ircea of fish resources, the ministry has established a fund for the 
advancemenc of fishermen which offers them machinery and fishing boats at a third 
of the cost. And of course the ministry has purchased and marketed the fish 
caught by the fishermen. 


Concerning the role of the Central Office of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
fisherles in providing coordination between the office and the organizations of 
the ministry scattered throughout the sultanate, ‘Umar Sa‘'id al-Marhun stated that 
the duties and responsibilities entrusted to the central office of the ministry 
ire sizeable and very sensitive, requiring rapid action so that the work of the 
various organizations belonging to the ministry will not be adversely affected. 
fhe central office of the ministry is the organization responsible for receiving 
recommendations from the general departments and agencies concerning requested 
budgetary allocations as well as for studying, preparing, and discussing these 
i\llocations with the tinancial agencies in an effort to provide the secessary 
iLlocations for them. The office is also responsible for conducting purchasing 
perations for all the articles required by these organizations. 


in aidition, the office is responsible for taking measures pertaining to the 


ippointment, promotion, housing and activities of the civil service cadre. There 


is also a planning unit under the direct supervision of the minister which is 
esponsible for conducting various studies of the development projects before they 
are included in the development budget. This unit also monitors the implementation 


f authorized projects. 











SULTANATE OF OMAN 


BRIEFS 


PORTUGAL TO OPEN EMBASSY=-Abu Dhabi, May 14 (EN)--The Portuguese Ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia, Dr Alves Machado, who arrived here from Jeddah late last night and 
later left for Muscat, told the Emirates News that Portugual would open its first 
embassy in the Sultanate of Oman with himself as non-resident ambassador based in 
Jeddah, Dr Machado will present hi» letters of credence to His Majesty Sultan 
Qaboos on Sunday (May 17), as Portugal's first envoy to Oman. Meanwhile, Dr 
Machado said a trade delegation will be posted in the Portuguese Embassy in Jeddah 
shortly to promote trade exchanges between Oman, the UAE and Portugual. Dr Machado 
has also been appointed ambassador-designate to the UAE, and will present his 
credentials in due course. Both the Sultanate of Oman and the UAE will have honor- 
ary consuls to represent the Republic of Portugual. Names of the nominees for such 
posts have already been submitted to both governments for their approval. These 
moves follow last month's visit of a high-level official Portuguese delegation 
headed by Dr Francisco Pinto Balsemao to both the UAE and the Sultanate of Oman, 
(Text] [Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 15 May 81 p 3] 
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UAE PAPER ON 'WIDE-SCALE ARRESTS' IN ALGERIA 
GFO60710 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 4 Jun 81 pp l, 12 


[Text] Algerian informed sources assure AL-BAYAN that a series of wide-scale 
arrests has taken place in the past few days in a number of Algerian cities 
following bloody incidents at Algeria University and in ('Annabah) on 

19 and 20 May. 


The arrests involved a large number of advocates f Barbar, nationalism in 
Algeria and Muslim Brotherhood leaders. 


The recent clashes took various forms. At Algeria University clashes took place 
between advocates of Barbary nationalism and educated Arabism against a number 
of Ba'thist elements. 


Security forces succeeded in taking the initiative before the clashes led to 
wide-scale injuries or deaths. 


[In (Bujjayah) unknown people burned the municipality headquarters and clashed 
with security forces. 


According to reliable information, at least three people were killed and 10 were 
seriously injured. Officials accused elements alien to (Bujjayah) in eastern 
Algeria of carrying out provocations to kindle disputes between security forces 
and the city's tribal citizens. 


In ('Annabah) extreme Muslim elements carried out tumultous and violent activi- 
ties on the university campus. 


Despite the fact that extensive security forces around universities and cities 

ave eased the situation, it remains explosive. It will probably lead Algerian 

President Chadli Bendjedid to adopt a tougher policy. He has tried to follow a 

relatively open policy toward opposition elements in recent months, but dis- 

turbances and violence at the university have not halted during the scholastic 
‘ar ending this month. 


ity at the university and regional disturbances will be the two main topics 
n the agenda of the Central Committee of the National Liberation Front Party 
luring its regular meeting to be held this month to prepare for next year's 
hool admissions. 








rolitical circles in Algerta expect the party Central Committee Lo approve 
measures by President Chadli Bendjedid againet large numbers of government offi- 
Clale charged with misappropriation and graft. The sources confirm that Presi- 
dent Sbendjedid, whe enjoys the support of army officers, will act vigorously 
againet people including some who were top government elements during the days 
of the late Preatdent Houar! Boumediene. Among them are Ahmed Bencherif and 
tayebl Arabi, Revolution Command National Council members, who were banned in a 
presidential circular from leaving the country pending the Central Committee's 
Lifting of party tamunity from them. 


it is tl) meting that AL-BAYAN was the first newspaper to name these officials 


} 
an ‘here « few monthe ago. It also referred to security prisoners and prisonere 
gucity of gr .ft, on whom President Bendjedid rejects any mediation. 
Ther 4 third type of prisoner quite numerous nowadays: merchants dealing in 
electronic appliances who violated the government's pricing policy. 
‘t is said im thie connection thac the Algerian authorities will expand the circle 
of arrests to include violators of prices established for vegetables, foodstutfs 
and other consumer items. Implementation of this action may be prevented by the 
la of room for them in Algerian prisons. 
whatever the steps the Algerian president takes in this regard, his measures over- 
il) have won public approval because prices have rocketed and economic difficul- 
tis ive started afflicting the average Algerian, whe enjoyed stability in pre- 
vious years. Moreover, Lebanon's situation makes the Algerians accept any tough 
measure against those who tamper with Algeria's internal and public security. 
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in tngiieh , 


Aty Dia. June | (WAM? The 


LAE Cainet a 0 weekly seston 
day viewed « eter from the 
Feder) “Netiona Count (FNC) 


ealing wih ihe Federa) budget for 
V8! and uF linkage with (he budgets 
* the UAE University, PNC and 
Higher Councti for Youu and Seons 

The season, chaired by Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Mohammed Deputy 
Prime Minister, ae examined the 
PNC's approwal of the Pedersi draft 
77s On IMpORINg custom doves on 
Ee a GG bodes: od 
reempting the A> fee for 
invesimem and Fortign Trade from 
the conwol of the Pinance Depart 
men || @@ @vieeed woommend 
vom (aeued by the Feder! Nationa 
( gunct! regarding the two draft 

ine crali wee eu! be qubmrittied wo 


ihe Supreme Federal Counc! for 
ora 

The Caine: @e gperoved « 
memormnadum from Ue germanen 


mormmitiee dealing #ith invitation of 
enderm ‘or the |) ktewoll owerhend 
veneer ine oro ehh el 


LEGISLATION 


ivi 8) 


\ 
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ioe Pugeteh to Al Mana @ Ube com 


~ weety (6 million = dirfarns 
‘mperonmaely 44 mitten FS 
dollars) 


\ a proved Whe consiruction vo! 
s mongue oh « Gpetty af AP 
persons if af ate weet of Adu Dias 
a the om of |. 6% 1 airhame . 

The Council pproved arnone ahe: 
(things » vitabon of tender for ih 
construe: 09 of two gas tarmines with « 
vapactiy of 2D megawatts for Ayman 
nower Gatien @ 4 com neaty * 
dhe “bout US 2 milton i)? 
Jotlart) 

lt reviewed « pote presented Dy (he 
Minister of Agroulture and Pishenes 
dealing with aghcuhure cooperation 
between the L AE and the Phitigpines 
and approved « techokal cooperm O° 
agreement berecen (he (eo countries 

att reviewed « memorandum 
(rom che ministry of Pinance and 
industry on the outcome of the fifth 
anus meting Of He Soe of 


directors of the Acad Monetary Fund 
(AMP \ ehich was held 9 Adu Dhabi 
on Aeon it 
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Ate Divetn, May |S (WAM? The 
Nvemiment program of (he Education 
Minuwuy ‘or Une present year inciudes 
ve comptruon of mvers projects 
ating DA 5 billion of whah Dh } 
billion were spent by the end of | 980 


The projects nelude ine 
commruction of 4 &indergarnens in 
Aby Dia @ a com of Dh 24 million. 
amther four in Al Aim coming DA 22 
million, four each in Jurn Yotour, 
Mussaileh and Muy! costing Dh 7 
million 

Another ’ kindergartens in Dubs 
we (0 be completed costing Dh J 
mithon. 7 in Sharah costing Dh & 
million and one each in Ajman, Umm 
‘| Quwewen, Re Al Kneimah oc 
busetreh cach costing Dh § million 

The Ministry + orojects in onmary 
od vaation vover \he following 

The complenion of 4 primary boys 
“hoots in Abe Diet. 4 in Jum 
Yefour, cath on am average coming 
Uh 6 milton conerucdior oo 

omplevtion in Dube of 18 schools 

osing Dh 125 miltion. 24 schools in 
Shateh a a com of Dh 1% million, 5 


in Ayman. 2 in Umm A) Quewain, 
in Ras Al Kanaan and § in Fujeiran 
“a everage Ge of Dh 6 million 
cah 

in (he preperaiory elucation ihe 
inveaamenmt popct iniuded = ihe 
\oltowing completing (he onsiruction 
of 10 schools costing Dh © million in 
Abu Dhabi. § schools 9 Sharjah 
costing Dh. 60 milton. 2 wm Umm Al 
Quewan costing Dh 16 million. ‘ 
xhools in Ras Al Khaimah coming 
Dh 4 million, one school in F useirah 
a acom of Dh 7 million 

The program am includes the 
gonsiruction of =the —s following 
mcondary “hoots | shoots In Adu 
Divas and Jum Yelour coming Th 27 
million. one secondary gifts & Yao! 6 
Aby Ohate aul wo aher gris shoe in 
jurn Yeour and Bani Yas @ « cost of 
Dh 9 million 

The completion of 4 girts schools in 
Al Ain costing Db ©) millica, in 
Dube the completion of one cirts 
“hoot « Qesis and iwo « Lireh 
costing Dh 25 million 

The investment program so 
includes sports factities 
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NEWS in English 


Dube, May 7? Bayer the German 
pha imtuiicd giani #lih branches 
subehiianes and safe lae companes 
” Ofyeme aunties fee been 
Makliaed by the leael Bevo 
Ont 

The timkliging eflective from 
Apr 28 iat) @as mate becewee ths 
Verman Mull) Vallone corporation 
Jespre = warnings fy (he Boyoot: 
Office @ent ahead and tue! Miles 
Laboraiones a AM ae | 
wompany ehh oneness io lores 
Nrowgh Miles lerar! (ud 

A nolilication issued by (he [BD of 
ine Ovbe government today wad 
feyer Nad Deen Caulioned against \he 
‘en #hen || @ar Ol proposed some 
yews ao ane fal 9 fat been given 
‘ree years to ‘eguleriee naien to 
zoniorm enh (he IBC + quirements 


‘ha © company inating eh oF 
meruing directly rough Sranches 
0 woredere: 9 lsat woud te 


glowed to ele eh AD aryunuves: 
Milles lerae! Lod dong @h (ts paren: 
=rgeny Yas Seen On (he Mack lie for 
(wenty years «fact enoen w Raver 
Some 24) branches subedure: av 
eae compene Sroughow: = % 


¥ 


May 


51 


~ 
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word eve been pul on ine 
hoya! lit dong th ihe paren: 
once, Beyer AG of Germany 


Loader the norma [BO procedures 
fuilliment of order pleaed for Bayer 
orducts eheh incude « ange 
anager a afl Sollee Melore 
Aor) 28 will be alowed bul Sone may 
te placed ale, he dae (or impor 
imo any Arab aowniry 

The aoe UAE agency for Bayer © 
heed Sy 8 GOMipany operating wut oF 
Daten Products wt gocked 9 mow 
pharmacies (Nroughou! ine country 

Altogether ower 28D concrrns Nave 
heen Glee on he Sova i in he 
mem notlicaion of Une lerael) Boyoor 
Office Them inctude 4 Sumber of 
Amencan Furopean and = Asian 
a@npenies eho hwewe cfiher been 
(fading with lerae! of associating # ith 
com@enies (hat do Al (he sarne line 
|) companies «ho fhewe catabliehed 
=verence of inks with ferme! have 
heen cemowed ‘form ihe Mack list 

Alm weued today oe se tt oF 
Dipping companies and vessels (ha 
hwewe eho: been placed on (he boyuor 
et of femoved [rom i 
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IAYRAN LNDUSTRIAL 
NEWS in Eneglieh 15 May 
Juba May 4 Ihe emirate 
pein which ast Month set up 
. Li harnber / ommerce and 
ndusiry. \§ planning \o atiract more 
dustry in the light of 4 growing 


ommercial potentiaa exemolified Dy 
he Ngoing vonNstruction { the 
AE's eet major port on the Gulf of 


oman 


The National indug fal 
Development Corporation of Indie has 
ommissioned to gnduct a 


echno-tconomi survey and suggest 


casivie orp cts thal ould Ne 
yndertaken if a partnership of local 
nvesumem and reign caperiee 


Letters of an agreement to this effect 
exchanged cartier this monn 
~werween Indian Consul Generali OP 
Cjupta and Sheikh Saleh. chief of the 
Departmen: of Eaonomy 
and industry 

Gupta told Emirates News during « 
yrtak in engagements of Indian Prime 
Minister Merv indir Gandh yesterday 

a work on the survey by an NIDC 
tart next month The 


eere 


emirate 5 


wn wil 


rr iv) ‘a 


indian organisation fas 


UNLTED ARAB EMIRATES 


PLANNING 


6) 


p J 


inderiaken wmilar sudies in Nigera 
The survey which auld whe “from 
one Month to several” & expected to 
yield the possibility of » number of 
ndusiries which would then be gor 
going On 4 turm-hey basis by ihe 
Uprperation 

The emirate + government wil! bea 
ihe com oof (he program inchuding 
hougpitaitty of the indian experts. 
(uptsa said 

The indusirialisation plans are sen 
here af « logical Complement to the 
onstruction of a deep water por on 
Fujetrah s coast which faces the Guill 
” Oman The por is capected to 
become functional towards (he end of! 
ints year providing a ete fo 
shipping (hat will greatly reduce |! not 
atogather ciminate the emirate + 
lependence on other UAE pons ‘or 
the impor of consumer products As 
ihe ‘ndusiry Wakes shape, (he por will 


“rve «6 of inlet both for the ow 
materials and machinery and 
equipment ‘or production and 


Processing units 
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(Text ] 


Shariah, May 26 (WAM? Shanah 
Ruler His Highness Sheth Sultan bin 
Mohamed Ai Qassim todey eued 4 
decree wetting up af ELconomn 
Departmen: lor he Wanah 
Lr irate 


Aveording io ‘he decree 
lepaniment shall 


Viscum the Emirates del 


genera cwonomn pian @ith ihe 
oneemed goverment dJeparimen:, 
~ wont « w the Ruler 
APeTO. a 

) Submt w the Ruler a 


WET ik prveeet ehih | ers 
vr seary to develop the Emirate 


Yiudy the counomn feasmuliiy 
Ne Pivalely owned projects oropose” 

be wi up if the Emirate befor 
hey get (he wprovad of the aoncerne 
ulhorities 


4 Adv ive al 
eguvermnmnhe ni kk pari ments R 
ATES (0 CRISIING COMI OrNec ts 
~ (how ™~ ecstahtiehed Nec 
viufr 


’ * - 1a corrigeariic 4 me 


Teisvicr aw * slate an! afl wen 
UM Panic s x UOT ing (Ne fre. dcr 
sles 


6 Superviee ihe ine = Mgivory 
avorling Ww the thule realeintion 
ws 


Superviee (he feu of inn 
reluiions, inniec Sarhes. thade murky 
ww) pulents asording to the laws 
lrurned in (hts fogard 


a Caty wl COONOMA rosdunh 
work’ in the Emirate ad prow 
aguvernment Jepariments eith necdeu 
infterhation afd data 


% Coonlingte eth the Feder 
government and governments of the 
mher Emirates regarding impik 
mentation of the trade and industry 


wes and sirengihen cooperation eth 
them w woure the success of 
coOnOmMn Projects In the Emirate and 
promote (he fatlond oconomy 


The decree empowered the new 
depa;nmen to carry oul sthe 
ove mentioned functions. which are 
mow carried by ‘ooa departments 

Shetth Sultan issued another dev re: 
appointing Sheikh Abdul Azize Din 
Mohamed Al Oaewm @ eal oF 


the newly set wl jerariment and 
Shevkh Saud tin Harnad bin Majed Al 
;) . " . | wie 
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Abu 


[Ts xt 


Dhabi 


UMIRATES 


NEWS in Enelish 1 


jun 


Abu Dinati. May 31 (WAM) The 
otal prowecls of Shariah emirate ape 
Dh |UBS000.00D The promets at 0 
cxeeuled by the Feder ministries 
within thelr Dudget in different 
phases, moording lo 4 report released 
by the Ministry of Planning 


The report said that ihe Ministry of 
Education and Youth completed a 
the end of 1980 the consiruetion of 
thelr kindergartens in A| Manakha, Al 
Ram'a and Ai Shartan at a (ota) cost of 


5] p 3 


Finw designs ae under preparation 
for the dental cinte a a cost of DA 2 
million and the construction of (he 
general hospiial at a cost of Dh. 150 
million 


The Information and Culture 
Ministry allocated (9 its program for 
198) about Dh 12 million § for 
completion of the last phase of the 
premises of the Cultura’ Centre 


The Minuwtry.of Agneulture and 


Dh 158 million and four kinder pmnerenss on = > 
garone a tothe, Kher Peta Al on ; { Dh } eaten 
Harena and Ai Khan at a cost of Dh. «(Quarantine & 6 oR oO 

22 million Khorfakkan \cterinary quarantine a 


The Ministry is currentiy construct 
he a funder of primary shoots in 
Deba Ai Hesn. Kelba. Al Yarmouk, 


Hateen, Al Qassim, Umm Khanoor 


1 oot of Dr 12 million plus 
agricultural guidance cenue in Al 
Zaid and vetennary clinic in Khor 
F akkan 

The 


Electricity and W ater 


Mamarta. Al Zaid and Melatha of 

which each school shall cost out Dh Ministry's program for this year 

6 million includes completion of Ras Al 
ines at a total Gost of Dh. 17 million, 


{ oreparntiory xhooils in Ai Khowain 
4| Athaba, Ai Gatirs and Ai Yarmouk 


A| Zaid electricity and other aidditienal 


of which each will cost about Dh 75 = =«=''88 
miilion The Communications Ministry's 
program inciudes the completion of a 
4 24<lass ‘ary schoo ‘s suber of roads including Fujetranh. 
imder construction bu Shagera at Kor Fakkan road at a coat of Dh 17 
a cost of Dh. § million million. Kivor Kelbe project at a cost of 


The Health Ministry's projects in 
Shanah emirate inchude the ansiruc 
) xHOO! health clink a 4 ws 

# Dh | S million, outpatient Ginics in 
Ai Rage. Um Khanoor, A! Zahra and 
the industrial area at a cost of Dh $2 


THOT 


Dh 146 million, Al Zaid-Ai Fuyeirah 
road at a cost of Dh. 42 million, Khor 
Fakkan internal roads af 4 total cost of 
Dh 18 million, Al Saja-A! Khawaneeo 
road at a cost of Dr 5 4 million and Al 
Waleva-Al Zabara road a a com of Dh 
9 million 
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LText] 


Adu Uhabi, June | (WAM? The one of which called lor making (|) Musiem called for ihe removal of ihe 
National C onsuilative Lovnel opieatory for dfiver to have * litstt wd old low cost houses [rom Abu Dhabi 
mguainied iisell ab ihe meeting Yeld «yy 19 (nel cars tor emergency of acel city as it is the capital of the UAE 

“lay at Al Mesa Palace under ithe dent cases (0 provide medica Tle! Sheikh Sultan replied that Abu Dhabi 
chairmanship of Sheikh Sullah Om belcte 4 patient is taken to 4 HOSpi- emirate had prepared a live-vear plan 
Suroor \) Divanin with ihe a hor 64 CUCIT \ wommittee was o demolish (hese houses in the capital 
memornda presente } by ihe sked to fin a date with officials in the = wotally 


Laecutive Counc! nm traitke amd ik department for discussing the \ revcomme ndation submitted 
MMi MiON ana Nalure sation issues ai! orooosal sarlier by the NCC to the Executive 
The NCC discussed a memorn Counc! on beautification of Abu 
Jecides 10 [8 a date with oflictais dum submitted by i number Dhabi city was sent wo the 
nh (Ne (wo Geparimenis to discuss ihe he Counell on shortage of some = municipality 
memoranda with therm irugs in some hospitals, when (hey The Council discussea complaints 
The Council) dso axuuant sell re svwlabie in privale phermates from some ciuzens who hal been 
with the memorandum submitted hy The meeting entrusted the % tlary shifted from Tail area to Medina 
the Ministry of Labour and Sociw Genera of the Council to study this Zayed to the effect that they had not 
\Tars an exempting workers in the — ssue with (he Minister of Health meoeived any ompensation ‘ 
Meultural sector irom the Labow The NCC received complaints [rom = memorandum was submitied on (his 
Ministry's visa and adding them to the = some national employees who reside issue to the Executive Council 
aegorics exempted by ihe federal nN government villas demanding 
ecree irom offtaining work visa maintenance compensation and head \ meme: proposed to the Coun! 
ihe NCC decided subn ' i the Counc! Sheikh Sultan agreed sonsider complaints of \andiondis of 
roomme ndatior he Executive olace this issue belore Crown Prince i qadustrial lands in Darwish area who 
une! 1 his Mega md head of the Executive Council! huve been shifted to the Mussaluh 
A number of proposal* were ma Shetkh Ahalita bin Zayed industria area and who we made to 
he members in “lay & ee . Member he Counct! Suted DIN guy rents to the government 
On / 7 


ray 
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arian May 20 The five-year od 
nah intemetional airport and We 
cer old oew terminal witnessed a 

ie 1) pamsenger handling and aircraft 
noverments during We first quarter of 


ns yee lormg «Ries, Managing 
recor oof the Sikaah Airport 
\ulhority while reporting (he 


menomena ree '§ QUick lo Gaution 
‘el We igh percentage increase i+ 
fol formal Secause @ umber of 
url =) (oO ust We a@rpor @ ihe 
Ube orport wat undergoing pair 
veverthiess, even after deducting 
ihe ‘igures of the short time users 
irom Dubai. (he @rport in Sharjah has 
cgiterecd « matic increas in 
passenger fandiing and = aircraft 
movements Freight on the other 
hand has vet to ofck up fully Dut this 
will ake some lime 
[he Sit@ady cim> in passenger 
wdiing ‘gures is atinbutec ‘oO 
case he number of fights Dy 
urines ‘tke Syrtan Arab Airtines 
Pushoaka and (he Peapies Republic of 
“rine ating (CAAC) Another factor 
was the decision  Alr india © yegin 


operating ‘tgulas scheduled fights 
from (ye Sharjah international airpon 

Syrian Arab Airlines. acoonding to 
the latem fight schedules, has now 
begun opersting wa Nights per week 
from the Sharjah airport Formerty, i 
ved (0 Ope raie only onee a week 

Shariah intemaiiona ampon is now 
m the brink of expansion The 
urpor's new wrtines offices and the 
catering unit will become opertiona 
seu month Plans for the opening of 
ihe new wrtines offlces and the 
wering un. acoording to Jorg Ries. 
we going pace mooring to «hdue 
wid the offictal onening (s expected in 
lune 

The figures of the performance of 
ihe Shariah intemationa arpor for 
ihe first quarter of the year made 
sv lable today show (hal (here was an 
increase of |) per cent over 1980 mm 


paasenge so disembarking a= ihe 
arpor in the first quarter of 198) 
xcomoe o figures made evallabie. 


\OSM passengers disembarked at 
Shariah as compared to 4775 in 1980 
Ou@oing passengess registered an 
increase of 46 per cent While o 1980 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


a (ota of 6225 passengers embarked 
from the airport in the first quarter of 
this year 9105 passengers left from 
Sharjah The figure, Jorg Ries points 
out, @80 takes into account the 2400 
tourists who entered and left Sharjah 
On special touria visas 

There was an increase of 9 per cen: 
in the number of transit passengers 
(he airpon handied in the first quarter 
of 1981 While in 1980 Sharjah 
handied 1).067 = (ransit passengers. in 
198) the figure was ©7295 Sterting. 
Condor and Balair use (his factlity 


Freight hendied a (the Sharjah 
nternational airport during the [first 
quarter also shows an increase (hough 
a whe moment it is fot known 
whether \t will be a steady growth of is 
just a temporary stimulation specifica 
ly because of the Trans Meridien 
Airlines (cargo) is using (he airport duc 
10 uncertainties in Beirut 

Sharjah international airport in | 98! 
reported that 937 scheduled passenger 
and 276 non-scheduled passenger 
Nights were herdied in 1981 the 
wurpon Nang scheduled freiy 
and 147 non-scneduied freight Mignis 
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STUDY RELEASED 


5a lma | 


Duba, May 28 (ltuihadr The 
jernand for pouable water in the UAE 
will ase from 155 7 million gallon per 
day a present to 2374 million by 
19R5 

The demand for waer for various 
development purposes |s expected to 
gO on ising over the next 2) years, 
wcomding to a Study prepared by Saud 


Ornman. Director of the Water 
Department. Ministry of Electricity 
and W ater 


Offictal reports stress that ground 
waler resources 'f (he Guntry ae wot 


sulfictem:’ © wover UAE's sing 
needs Therefore. more desalination 
mits ae deing installed in various 
areas The program for establishing 
desalination plants in the country calls 
lor setting up 42 stations in Abu 
Dra. Al Aim. Ruweis Duda. 
Shanah. Ajman. Umm Al Quewain 
Ras Ai Khaimah and Fusirah 

The average individual consurup 
ton of water has sen 439 
gallons oer day (gpd) in 1975S to newty 
8S 7 gaj.on in 1980. the annual growth 
ate being (43 oer en 


irom 


The study has estimated § the 
naximum gemand ‘or water per capita 
u 100 gallons per day This figure has 
hecn atved a. alter aking into 
xoount, future demand over (he next 

years 

\comruing to ihe study. the only 
wurce | water in the wunty is 
gfMound water. cecept in Adu Dhay 


wd Dube As a June, 1980. there 


were 5‘i6 water we''s in the Gountry 
nese. 149 belonged to local depar 
nents and 43 to orivate partic 
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These wells were distributed 
county wide as follows 


Abu Dhabi. | 38, Dubai. 4!. Sharjah, 


%. Ajman. 33. Umm Al Quwwain 
29. Ras Al Khaimah, 12), and 
F ujetrah , 66 

How we the wuntry’s Emirates 


supplied wilh potable water’ 

Abdu Diab! gets its water supply 
(nrough so sik desalination = plants, 
moording to the sudy Each one of 
(hese Six Units produces (wo million 
god «6 Abu «(Dhabi is so supplied 
‘through a pipe line irom Al Ain, 
oumrnping | 7? million gallons of ground 
wuer Abu Dbhabis production of 
iistitied water amounted to 40 million 
apd By roid -198). Al Ain is sapped 
wily 326 hoe gad The four 
iemands of both Ade Dhabi and Al 
Ain will be met by setting up desaiting 


snits 
Dube gots poudte water [rom ature 
sources (through wells, with an 


sutput of 15 million apd There is also 
a Seam water desalir dion plant in 
Jebe! Ali. which contains five units, 
cach producing 2.9 milton galions of 
water cer day. in aidition w the 
guminium pian factitty with an outpul 
of 10 million gallons of distilied water 


per day 

The future demand of Dubs is 
expected to Se mei Dy setting up 
desaiting units Secause of the lack of 
‘ans (s atversely affecting ground 
waier reserves even o§sothe 
consumption graph shows a rising 
rend At the end of (981. Dubai's 
water oroduction wi!!! anount lo 
million gpd 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Sharjah |s supplied with waier irom 
wells at Bactia and Hamda The daily 
output of these wells totals [3 
million gallons This amount is not 
sufficient to cover Shanah's needs and 
the shorlall is me: by desalinated 
water 

Aboul ihe water supply situation in 
Ye country, the siudy stated that 
athough most of the areas ge! potabic 
waier, some do not gel enough and 
others were supy ed by government 
tankers, (his wmer being sometumes 
unhealthy While some cities do not 
have enough water, (he ground water 
reserves aft continually =§ falling 
hecause of indiscriminate pumping in 
ihe absence of a law regulating the 
drilling of wells This has caused a rise 
in the salinity of ground water 

The study recommended sever! 
steps (0 lace the problem Firstly. 
urged development of methods for 
exploring ground waier secondly 
prevention of the present exhaustion 
of the natural water resources, (hirdly 
capansion “ the program of building 
saw aie’ Cesalination plants 

' 

The study also calls for « national 
\0-year water plan |i Sates (hal (here 
is a need for 4 plan (o preserve wate: 
and # ler resources by PTE Veinum (Ne 
present waste of rain water flowing 
into the sea 

The country 


iS @& conducting a 
comprehensive survey of natural 
water resources || is cupected to te 
completed in (982. giving a clea 
octure »/ the wuntry +s water 
resources 
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MANPOWER INCREASES=-Abu Dhabi, May 18 (Al chaleej)--Foreign manpower in 
. has risen sizably in the last five years, Its annual rise averaged 13.6 
ne. According to statistics released by the Planning Ministry, foreign 

in the UAE at the end of 1980 totalled 430,000, The annual income of this 


ua wer last year totalled 4,130 million dollars or about 21 percent of the UAE's 


oll income, Of the foreign workers, 145,000 were employed in the construction 
or and their income last year totalled 1,800 million dollars. Workers in the 
.l sector totalled 6,548 and they earned 1,850 million dollars, In the govern- 
me sector, workers numbered 25,000 and earned about 1,300 million dollars, 
(texc] {Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 19 May 81 p 3] 


DESALINLZATION UNITS--The Abu Dhabi Executive Council continued its 
for the second day yesterday under the chairmanship of Lt Gen Shaykh 
fah ibn Zayid, crown prince and deputy ruler of Abu Dhabi, to discuss 
‘tems on the agenda. The council . coved a plan for the installation 
slination units in Zayid, Ghayathi and Samha towns. The units, costing 
dirhams, will desalinate 3 million gallons of well water every day. 
ibayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 4 May @1 p 24] 


\NK OF UMM AL-QAYWAYN--The National Bank of Umm al-Qaywayn will be 
1 month's time with a capital of 100 million dirhams, His Highness 
ibn Ahmad al-Mu'alla, member of the Supreme Council and ruler of 


wywayn, announced yesterday. The ruler, who was addressing members of 
rning .ody of the Umm al-Qaywayn Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said 
it an insurance company would also be set up in the amirate soon. This was the 


ng the ruler had with members of the governing body of the chamber. 
entered on the amirate's economic development and new projects 





ire ¢t »e launched. Shaykh Rashid ibn Ahmad said the current exploratory 
ing for ofl in Umm al-Qaywayn had failed to locate the existence of hyro- 
+ | mmercial quantities." One well, which was spudded some time ago 
mpany, has been abandoned, end drilling will be undertaken for 
rn mpany is hopeful of prospects. The governing body members 
a meeting by Mr ‘Abdallah Rashid al-Kharji, the chamber president. 
F041212 Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 4 Jun 81 pp 1, 24] 





YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER TO STAND TRIAL--San'a’', 6 Jun (GNA)--An official source 
in the YAR announced today that the trial of former Yemeni Foreign Minister 
‘Abdallah al-Asnaj would begin in the next few days after the necessary investi- 
gation into the charges brought against him has been completed. The source said 
in a statement to SABA' NEWS AGENCY that al-Asnaj's trial will be a public one. 
|Text | INO61901 Manama GULF NEWS AGENCY in Arabic 1850 GMT 6 Jun 81] 


MAN LL --Pregident Col ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, mmander in chief of 
€ armed forces, is sent a ible of condolences to the chief of t 
: ‘rsonnel and the families 
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the martyrs wh lied this morning in a helicopter crash at Al-Jawf Airport 
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